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“Our CONFRERES.” 


This is how The Medical Press comments on the 
efforts of veterinary surgeons in England to obtain the 
exemption from service on juries which the High Court 
has granted to veterinary practitioners in Ireland :— 


VETERINARY SERVICE AND JURY SERVICE. 


Our confréres, the veterinary surgeons, are desirous of 
sharing in the immunity from jury service conferred by law 
on duly qualified medical practitioners, and during the last 
few days the question has been brought to the front in 
several parts of the country. With one exception, however, 
the authorities have declined to recognise the medical status 
of the ‘‘ vet.,’’ who will consequently be constrained to 
serve his country in this useful if humble capacity. Nor, 
would it seem, could any other decision have been arrived 
at. The reasons which prompted the Legislature to exoner- 
ate medical men from jury service cannot fairly be said to 
apply to those who are entrusted with the medical care of 
cattle and domestic pets. Rightly or wrongly, it is custom- 
ary to attach extreme importance to human life, and the 
idea that one such life might be sacrified in the absence of 
the medical practitioner at the courts is repugnant to our 
feelings of humanity, but no snch delicacy is felt at the idea 
of the administration of a bolus to a dyspeptic cow being 
delayed by the temporary absence of the veterinary surgeon. 


It is not often that a single paragraph gives such full 
evidence of its author’s snobbishness and stupidity. He 
seems to imagine that the attempt by a veterinary sur- 
geon to attain a privilege enjoyed by a doctor is an act 
of gross presumption, and he concludes that it was a 
certainty that the authorities would “decline to recog- 
nise the medical status of the “ vet.” (sic). Possibly he 
1s ignorant of the fact that six of His Majesty’s Judges 
sitting in Dublin have acknowledged the “ vet.” as “a 
registered medical practitioner” and as such exempt 
from ury service. There is a want of modesty in a lay- 
man differing from judges on a point of law. 

The superior person who wrote the paragraph in 7'he 
Medical Press refers to service on a jury as—* this use- 
ful if humble capacity ”—an expression which suggests 
the feeling that it is too low a position for an M.R.C.S. 
but very fit for an M.R.C.V.S. The twaddle concerning 
the danger to human life from the temporary absence of 
a doctor is on a level with the nonsense Dickens wrote 
about the chemist’s boy who failed to distinguish Epsom 
salts from oxalic acid. Exemption from jury service has 
been obtained by every body possessed of it not by argu- 
ment but by power and interest. Doctors go shooting, 

h ting, or hunting, and let their patients take their 
€ wy. If they were not exempt and happened to have 
I f ad case on hand they would be peace by the judge. 
the Jury had entered the box, they would have to find 
“C others do—a person to do their work. 
-, omparisons are said to be odious, but they are worse 
i The comparison of the doctor’s absence 
oaths e possible sacrifice of human life with the veteri- 
ay! surgeon's absence and the possible delay in giving 
ts , de to a dyspeptic cow is both odious and stupid. 
tine + — argue that the absence of a V.S. can at any 

me eed by an event so grave as the loss of a 

vo n life. There may, however, be serious risks 
*mpanying the prolonged absence of a V.S. from his 


practice. His patients may not be of the same value as 
a victim of delirium tremens in a casual ward, but they 
inclnde racehorses and pedigree stock. He sometimes 
is called to outbreaks of contagious disease—anthrax, 
landers, or rabies which, neglected, may entail serious 
oss, and possibly lead to fatal infection of human 
beings. 

We do not believe in any exemptions from jury ser- 
vice, but if other professions are exempt we have a claim 
to similar treatment. The sort of contemptuous patron- 
age affected by a person who writes of us as con/fréres 
and puts our case in the worst light he can is more irri- 
tating thana compulsory week in the jury box. 


THE A.V.D. 


At a recent public meeting the Rt. Hon. Mr. Brod- 
rick modestly claimed that during his tenure at the War 
Office he had tried to do his best. 

This reminds us that last week we omitted to do 
justice to the late Secretary for War. Whatever objec- 
tion he may at one time have had to raise the position 
of the veterinary officer, the result shows that he was 
open to reason, and we have to thank him for doing what 
no other War Minister ever attempted for the veteri- 
nary profession—he did his best tor us, and we are 
grateful. 

The members of the Army Veterinary Department 
recognise that the civilian practitioner has done a good 
deal of work to assist in obtaining the great reforms 
which we hope will add to their usefulness and dignity. 
It is no secret that this work was not prompted solely by 
a wish to help the military veterinarian. It was be- 
lieved by us all that when our military confrére was 
given the position his talents and acquirements deserved 
some of his light would be reflected upon us. Full 
acknowledgment of him as an officer and a gentleman 
ought to assist the practitioner in civil life being accorded 
a similar social standard. 

It is no detraction, we hope, to say that this higher 
standard must be lived up to, and that the new Army 
Warrant should cause the civil V.S. to pull himself to- 


gether. Having ventured to lecture the C.V.S. may we 
not also offer a word of warning to the A.V.O. ith 


new privileges, higher station and more power much will 
be expected, and the use made of these during the first 
few months will affect the relations for life of other 
service officers to the veterinary. One egregious snob 
may do irreparable harm to the whole A.V.D. for an 
untold time. 


A Nocarp MEmoriAL. 


In our correspondence columns will be found two 
letters drawing attention to a scheme for erecting a 
material monument to the memory of Prof. Nocard. 

Mr. Cope kindly offers to receive subscriptions and 
forward them. Mr. Gray encloses a cheque for two 
guineas which, it will be noted, is double the maximum 
suggested by Mr. Cope. 

Probably it will be well not to fix a limit and we are 
sure Mr. Cope will not decline the larger amounts. 
When Mr. Cope thinks it opportune we shall be pleased 
to give pmblicity to his list 4 subscribers. 
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VOMITING IN A MARE. 


Having just met with the following, in my exper- 
ience, unusual case, I thought it might be of interest 
to some readers of The Veterinary Record. 

On Monday evening, October 5th, at 10.40 p.m., 
I was requested to go to a farm about five miles 
away to see a mare which was taken with colic 
about 6 p.m., and which the messenger informed me 
had had two drinks, but was still in some bit of 

ain. 

' On arrival the owner told me the mare seemed 
easier, and on seeing her I found she was an aged 
one, and in rather poor condition. Pulse 72, full 
and strong, temp. 102 3-5ths, mucous membranes a 
little injected, standing still with very little appear- 
ance of pain. I also noticed some discharge about 
the nostrils, and enquired whether she had choked 
at all whilst giving the drinks, but heard she had 
not. I now examined per rectum and found a 
little loose dung there, and was told she had passed 
some four or five times since she was taken and 
similar to what I took away. Whilst I was thus 
engaged I noticed she put down her head and gave 
a sort of gulp, and what appeared, by the light of the 
one lamp I had, like dirty water ran out of the 
nostrils. I watched her for more than half-an-hour 
and saw her repeat it five or six times, if not more, 
and generally about three or four ounces at a time 
came from the nostril on the side on which I stood. 
Once it gushed out when I should say there would 
be about eight ounces. All of it stank very badly 
and made the box by no means pleasant to be in. 

I was at a loss to account for the vomiting, and 
told the owner it was usually looked upon as a fatal 
symptom in horses. I enquired what medicine she 
had, and found she had had one of Day’s drinks and 
one of my own containing solution of aloes, tr. opii, 
and sp. ammon. arom. I now gave her a jiv. physic 
ball, and before leaving, a hypodermic injection of 
morphia and atropine, as she laid down and tried to 
roll. Also left an anodyne ball to be giver should 
she have much pain before seeing her in the 
morning. 

The next day about 10.30 a.m. I found my patient 
standing quiet but dull, and learnt that she had not 
been in pain since I left, and no more vomiting had 
been seen, although judging by the look of the nos- 
trils I had no doubt there had been some... No dung 
had been seen to come from her and she had sipped 
two or three mouthfuls of chilled water but would 
not touch any bran mash. I found the pulse to be 
92, small and weak, her mouth nasty and slimy 
I gave a ball containing ammon. carb. and wax 
vomica, although I thought it mattered little what 
she had, and made arrangements if she died to make 
a post-mortem examination the next day. On going 

the next morning I was agreeably surprised to find 
her very much better. Pulse 40, temp. normal 
physic acting gently. All she had eaten was half a 
mangold which the owner tried to tempt her with 
I now ordered some dry bran and hay chaff which 
‘she began to eat at once ; gave a tonic ball, and sent 
some Infus. gentian cone and Tr. capsici, and on 


seeing her again two days later she appeared quite 
well. Although the mare never had any very acute 
pain, I thought from the vomiting and the state of 
the pulse on the second visit that I had some serious 
lesion to deal with, and possibly a partial rupture of 
the stomach involving the two external coats, and 
that when the internal one gave way death would 
soon ensue. 
F. B. O. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S. 
Weston, Norwich. 


URTICARIA IN THE DOG, 
By W. R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S., Enfield. 


I do not know whether the condition which I am 
about to describe is common in the dog; I must 
confess to never having seen a similar case in that 
animal. 

On the morning of Aug. 11th I received a frantic- 
ally urgent message to attend a great Dane bitch. 
On my arrival at the Kennels I found the patient 
(the mother of seven pups a few days old) enor- 
mously swollen about the head. The lips on each 
side were as big as one’s fist. The cedema of the 
eyelids almost obscured the eyes, the conjunctive of 
which were also swollen. The breathing was noisy, 
and saliva trickled from the mouth. Along the back 
and sides were blebs of different sizes, from a pea to 
a walnut. These were quite painless, The limbs 
were not swollen, pulse and temperature were unaf- 
fected. 

She certainly was a weird looking creature, and 
one could quite understand the excitement and anxi- 
ety of the owner, who having seen her all right the 
previous evening found her in this condition on his 
arrival in the morning. He was busy supervising 
and assisting in the fomentation of the head and 


, swollen parts of the body. His first question was 


whether it would not be advisable to at once wire 
for a foster mother: I have seen a good many cases 
of urticaria in cattle, and know how readily the same 
alarming symptoms in that animal disappear after 
the exhibition of household remedies, salts, sulphur, 
warm ale, burnt feathers under the nose, etc., and 
concluding this was a similar condition I assured 
tne owner that there was no need for anxiety, as I 
considered this affection was due to a passing de- 
rangement of the digestive organs, and that the 
mother could with safety suckle the pups. 

I stopped the fomentations and prescribed @ 
mixture of sulphate of soda and bicarbonate of soda 
to be given every third hour. On visiting the biteh 
in the evening I found that the swellings had almost 
entirely disappeared, and that she was in other 
respects all right. The pups were sucking and ap- 
peared to get all they needed. The mother and 
her litter have done well ever since. 


Lord Onstow received at Edinburgh a deputation 
from the Glasgow Corporation, who stated that the Cor- 
poration could not get a successful prosecution agains 


steamship companies for overcrowding of cattle on 
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form they, for the convenience of those wishing to attend 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES. them, and also for the material saving of both time and 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. — should be held together (practically amalgama- 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Royal College! The PrestpENt said though this question might ob- 
of Veterinary Sur eons, Red Lion Square, Holborn, on | tain the sympathy of all present it would occupy too 
Friday, the 25th September. There was a meeting of | much time for proper consideration at the present meet- 
the Sub-Committee previously for the revision of rules, | ing, and he would move that it be brought forward at 
which had to be adjourned toa future day. Members | the next meeting, which was agreed to. 

of Sub-Committee : C. Porch, J. F. Simpson, F. Spencer u 

and J. A. Todd. ELEcTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 

At the general meeting at 2 p.m. there were present | _On the motion of*Mr. Whitley Baker, seconded by Mr. 
Messrs. Charles Pack, president, Lymington ; F. Spencer, | Hulford, the six gentlemen nominated at the last meet- 
hon. sec., Basingstoke ; E. Whitley Baker, treasurer, | ing, Messrs. H. Smith, Worthing ; Angwin, Arundel ; 
Wimborne ; J. Alex. Todd, Worthing ; C. F. Hulford, | W. Burt, Brighton ; Bloxsome and Livesey, Hove ; and 
Haslemere ; W. Caudwell, Chertsey; J. B. Martin, | E. M. Perry, of Eastbourne, were elected members of 
Rochester ; J. T. King, Bournemouth ;J. W. Pritchard ;| the Association, and on the motion of the President, 
Worthing ; J. F. Simpson, Maidenhead’; F. W. Wragg, | seconded by Mr. Simpson, it was resolved that a letter of 
London ; W. K. Stuart, Hove. Visitors: Messrs. E. P. | condolence be sent to Mr. Smith wishing a speedy re- 
Argyle, J. Fraser, H. Gray, 8. H. Slocock. covery from the severe effects of an accident in which he 

ay a gd non-attendance were read from Messrs. | had lately been an unfortunate sufferer. 

Pugh, — Burt, Roberts, Goodall, Hobday, Col.| Mr. C..A.Squatr, of Reigate, was nominated by Mr. 
Nunn, Charles, Hall, and Smith and Prof. Pritchard. | Todd, seconded by Mr. Spencer. 
MINUTES. Mr. W. Cox.ins, of Tenterden, Kent, was also nomina- 

On th ti f Mr. Si — oe ted by Mr. Todd, seconded by Mr. Pritchard. 

Bak me r. | 4 The PrestpENT explained that the labours of the 

dul ae, wt minutes were taken as read, adopted, and | Sub-Committee as to the revision of the rules were not 
y signed. yet completed, and the final consideration of the revised 

CORRESPONDENCE. rules would have to be adjourned to the next meeting. 

ce respecting the position of members of the Army . 

/eterinary Department, acknowledging a communica- THE VETERINARY PROFESSION FROM A 

the Association on this and COMMERCIAL ASPECT. 

making the usual vague promises of attention thereto. ress by J. F RCV... St. s. 

Also an from the Board of Agricul- 
ture of the receipt of acommunication from the Associa-| Mr. Fraser said he had not embodied his thoughts 
tion respecting the advisability of employing local | with pen and ink, but should be pleased to convey 
veterinary inspectors to act in a neighbouring inspec- | them orally, and he might add that though they might 
tor’s district, and the Board promised that this matter | be considered in some degree educational they were the 
should receive careful attention. ' gatherings from a lifelong experience in the profession. 

A letter was received from the Veterinary Medical} Many years ago when first he entered the profession, 

Society of Ireland enclosing report of a case respecting | filled with those aspirations to fame and success that 
the liability of veterinary surgeons to serve on juries. young men so worthily indulge in, he thought that ifa 

Mr. Wuittey BAKER related his experience when | man was fully qualified to diagnose disease in animals 
summoned (since the last meeting of the Association) to | accurately and to treat such diseases with skill no other 
serve on a jury at Quarter Sessions held in Dorchester, | qualification was necessary to ensure his being on the 
when he forthwith claimed exemption on the old ground royal road to success. But he speedily found that to 
that a veterinary surgeon was to all intents and pur- | treat his four-footed patients was a much simpler pro- 
poses a medical man. The Chairman told him that suck | cess than to deal with their owners, and he had grown 
claim or objection must be made when the jury lists | to the opinion that if a series of lectures were arranged 
were published, and argued before the Barrister appoint- | to be delivered at the veterinary schools to the students 
ed by the Crown to consider such claims or objections in | (Class D.) on the commercial aspect of the veterinary 
each county town on specified dates. When once the | profession it would save them, later on in life when the 
Jury list had been published, and against which no| made their start in their professional career, muc 
objection in or at the specified time had been raised, its | annoyance as well as loss of time and money, and he 
conditions became binding so far as the present law ob- | should recommend these lectures should embrace the fol- 
tained, and this a plied to all medical men. Mr. Baker | lowing subjects. 
said he had mats 5 in Wimborne about 17 yearsand| J'he Jncentive-—Presuming a young man has duly 

had been summoned to serve on county juries four times | qualified and is able to discharge his duties creditably, 
in that period. and he starts in some town or the other, what is his 

Mr. ING said he had a somewhat similar experience aim? Does he desire fame or money, or does he most 
at the magisterial court at Willesden recently, only there | commendably say I am going todo my level best to ; 
the magistrates said while they did not feel justified to | prove myself a useful member of the community ¢ 
grant exemption on merely personal application they | estdence.—Well, he selects a town in which he in- 

were quite prepared to state a case. tends to start practising, and his next business is to secure 
Mr. FRasER said it must be patent toallif Mr. Baker | a dwelling that may be suitable for the carrying out the 
allowed his name to stand unchallenged in the list he | duties of his profession. From his own experience he 
must attend on the date and hour specified in his| speedily discovered that to be the tenant of a cy 
summonses. house in a good position meant a large accession to the 
A letter was read from the Police Department, Cor- | number of clients, and increased importance to his social 
poration of Glasgow, referring to the recent meeting at | standing in the neighbourhood, moreover it gave him an 
< reed attending dates, but at widely divergent points | immense advantage in dealing with clients’ servants. 
— Congresses of the Sanitary Institute and the | Therefore his advice to a young man about to start in 
ae th, of Public Health, and the writer suggested that | life would be, Don’t be afraid, with of course due con- 
€ two Societies occupied practically the same plat- ‘ sideration to the financial aspect, to take a good looking, 


ton 
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well situated residence, and so create a favourable im- 
pression to start with. 

The Consulting Room and the Surgery.—The consult- 
ing room was most necessary, it should be well furnished, 
bright, and clean ; anything that would minister to the 
comfort of the client while waiting, probably to hear the 
result of his examination of some animal pet should 
not be forgotten. You will find that all medical men 
observe this very closely, the aim being to create a 
favourable impression. Then the 

Surgery.— Here the speaker met with constant disap- 
pointment in his visits to brother professionals, for m 
an overwhelming majority the surgeries were untidy and 
unclean, and in such confusion that it was impossible for 
anyone but the proprietor himself to place his hand upon 
the desired drug that might be wanted at a moment’s 
notice. The duties of a veterinary surgeon naturally en- 
tailed much absence from home, and perhaps it was the 
sign of a busy man to find dirt and disorder in the sur- 
gery, but he did not believe this. Let them once acquire 
the habit of neatness, the love of order, and it was easier 
for a busy man to be tidy than it was for a man who had 
days of leisure, and here again he would especially em- 

hasise the favourable impression produced upon a client 

y a well ordered, neatly kept surgery. 

The Stud.—Al\ veterinary surgeons must of necessity 
keep a horse or horses. He should strongly advise 
them to avoid being what was called a horsey man. 

Don’t ride or drive showy, half-broken cattle. Let your 
horses be sound, well-bred animals, and let your harness 
and general turn out be quiet but good ; in short, show to 
the general public you know a horse when you see one, 
and know how to handle him and how he should be 
turned out. . And then as to 

Dress._-Here the speaker was pleased to recognise a 
vast change for the eater. The picture of the old 
horse doctor of bygone years, with cropped hair, a nar- 
row brimmed, horsey hat, knee breeches, and a straw in 
his mouth, was fast fading from the canvas of to-day, 
and he was glad of it. Let their dress be gentlemanly, 
quiet, unassuming, in accordance with the necessities of 
business, but not beyond it. Personally he had a great 
respect for the tall hat and frock coat, but there were of 
course circumstances in which these would be entirely 
out “4 place ; but whatever the dress let it be quiet and 
good. 

Accounts and Account Paper, Letters and Letter 

Writing.—Many of the profession at the present da 

used printed billheads, and memorandum papers wit 
printed headings. Well, the billhead, at all events, was 
decidedly unprofessional, and he did not like the 
meniorandum. If they wished to maintain their reputa- 
tion as medical men he counselled them to adhere to the 
time-honoured custom of sending out their accounts on 
ood paper, and let the items be as brief as possible, not 
ike a grocer ; such as “medicine and attendance so 
much.” Of course in your ledger you will enter full par- 
ticulars and so be able to substantiate your claim if 
thats th th 

ees.—And then there was the question of fees. : 

hold yourself too cheap. Other will 
you value yourself. t your ieee be reasonable, but 
never reduce them in order to compete with a rival.’ He 
was of the opinion that all Court fees were inadequate, 
but that was a matter that rested wactically in their 
own hands ; they had but to specify their fee beforehand 
and refuse to go for less, and above all 
such fees being paid in advance. In the 
dence given in Courts he was of th 
fessional reputation was very much 
that the evidence of professional men was so contradic- 


so widely varied. He should stron ly counsel that 


bon: 

each professional witness should take a thorou hly ind 
pendent line, but to always speak shly inde- 
who differ from him, YS speak respectfully of those 


insist upon all 
Matter of evi- 
€ opinion that pro- 
injured by the fact 


Manners.—It does not matter what business or how 
clever a business man you might be, a great deal depends 
upon the manner you treat your clients. You may be 
clever but still be unpopular. The great.cue to this was 
kindliness. If you feel kindly towards your fellow men 
your manner will acquire that courtesy and politeness 
that will soon make you popular. The public are quick 
to discover whether they have enlisted your sympathies 
or not. 

Professional matters.—Should you meet another pro- 
fessional man it is right to exchange views with him, 
but certainly not to persons outside the profession, who 
generally assume that the horse is the one thing of which 
you are interested. 

Res Publice.—The professional man should also re- 
member it is his duty as an Englishman to be patriotic 
and therefore fulfil his duty by taking a prominent part 
in the municipal management of the town he has chosen 
for his residence. Of course it might be well argued that 
a professional man had no time to spare for the discharge 
of public functions, but remember that we all can find 
time if it is in our hearts to do so, and that your reputa- 
tion might be greatly increased by taking an interest in 
public affairs. 

In conclusion the speaker said he did not think any- 
thing more kind would be said of a veterinary surgeon 
after his death than that the poor and those in trouble 
had lost a friend and would miss him sorely. 


DISCUSSION. 


In the discussion that followed most of the members 
present took part. ‘ 

Mr. Stmpson thought Mr. Fraser’s address was homely 
and they would do well to consider and weight it in 
their minds, but he much doubted whether it was advisa- 
ble to let it go forth to the public, because it was sugges- 
tive that the profession were wanting in many things, 
including judgment and cleanliness, and as to taking 
lessons in the art of handling your clients, no school but 
the school of experience could teach that. It would be 
very creditable to the young beginner if he could live 
the life Mr. Fraser has outlined, but in 1903 he feared 
we were all inclined to be a little bit worldly. Mr 
Fraser’s first advice as to the class of house the beginner 
must first take was a matter that had to be considered 
with due respect to the funds at command. He him- 
self commenced with living in lodgings and renting a 
little shop as a surgery, and he found that for a time, 
at all events, it was all that was necessary. Let your 
business grow, and attend to it ; be patient and wait ; it 
is the man the public look to—-not his surroundings, and 
depend upon it there are no keener critics than the 
British public. He agreed with Mr. Fraser that there 1s 
too much slovenliness in surgeries, and he would also 
admit the desirability of a good consulting room. .\s 
for the question of attire, he was of opinion it did not 
matter how a veterinary surgeon dressed so long as he 
did so respectably. There were practices which con- 
stantly required the use of the saddle, and one would 
hardly expect to see such a doctor in a frock coat and 
tall hat, and he thought the public had more confidence 
in the man who dressed in accordance with the circum- 
stances of his profession. The question of billheads an 
memo’s was another point, and unless you could always 
come into immediate contact with the principal of the 
estate or house—which was not often the case—the 
words “ professional services” would hardly be sufficient. 
On the whole he considered it advisable to more fully 
particularise the account. , 

In the question of Court fees there are cases in which 
you must go to Court, such as claims for compensation 
from the result of accident, and the great point in glV" 
ing evidence was to state plainl what you believe to 


the correct state of affairs, an 


it was advice t0 
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avoid disagreement with your opponent’s evidence if “easily confirmed by passing a metal catheter, or even 


possible. 
Mr. Martin thought Mr. Simpson had answered Mr. 


Fraser’s argument fully. He was in hope Mr. Fraser 
was going to tell them how to make more money. It 
was easy to lay down rules, but you must be governed by 
circumstances, and you must dress as the nature of your 
ractice requires. As to living in a large house, he said 
ive according to your means. If you have ability and 
stick to your work you will soon get sought after ; that 
was what a young man should do if he wanted to 
et on. 
° Mr. Wrace thought Mr. Fraser’s description of the 
early veterinary surgeon somewhat exceptional. He 
could recollect but a few men who favoured such a 
costume ; on the contrary he knew many old members 
of the profession who dressed as gentlemen should. 
What did Mr. Fraser consider a fair fee? It would bea 
great help to them all if these points could be discussed 
and 

Mr. Wuirtey Baker was in harmony with Mr. 
Fraser from the start to the finish. He used to see 
horsey men in his student days, but if a man was a gen- 
tleman what did it matter about his clothes? About 
twice in his time he had sent out his bills as Mr. 
Fraser had recommended, but each time he got a sharp 
rap on the knuckles for doing so. His clients would not 
stand it. Fees in court was a matter for Parliamentary 
consideration. Evidence should of course always be 
given in a gentlemanly manner. He thought Mr. Fraser 
rather thin skinned in the matter of non-professional 
persons ; and he could warn any candidate for local 
municipal honours that they could make enemies as well 
as friends, and if you go in for public matter you will 
sacrifice much of your peace and leisure. 

Mr. FRaserR, in reply, said he was gratified with the 
reception he received. He was surprised that Mr. 
Simpson did not more fully value the impression that 
dress made on the public. Medical men invest their last 
shilling in a good house, and they knew it was of the 
utmost importance in the question of fees. As to fees in 
court, magisterial fees should not be less than a guinea, 
and as to lectures he knew if he had listened to half a 
dozen lectures on this subject years ago they would have 

en of great use to him. The sending in of accounts as 
he had advised might be followed as far as possible, but 
= ee you must be ruled by the character of your 
clients. 


IMPACTION OF THE URETHRA WITH CAL- 
CULI OR SABULOUS MATERIAL IN THE CAT 
AND DOG. 


By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S., Kensington. 


Cats and dogs of all ages, even a few months old, are 
very liable to urinary ca culi or sabulous material that 
may suddenly descend from the bladder and become 
marene in the urethra, and partially or completely 
occlude its lumen and consequently prevent the passage 
of urine. 

It is principally seen in the male but is, now and 
again, encountered in the urethra of the female. In the 
cat it is chiefly observed in the castrated male, but 
Sccurs occasionally in the entire animals. The reason 
it is much oftener seen in the castrated cat is because it 
1s much more commonly kept as a pet and leads a much 
more sedentary life than the entire ubiquitous male. 

en an adult dog suddenly makes several ineffectual 
stem its to his urine, or only a few drops issue 
-rom the urethral orifice, a calculus or sabulous material 
in pa urethra may be suspected, the more so if the ani- 
ma! squats like a bitch during the act of micturition. 
.- ‘ls, In my experience, is the pathogenic sign of urethral 
impaction in the adult male dog. e diagnosis may be 


silver probe, into the urethra, when within or just be- 


hind the ossific portion of the urethral canal it will come 
in contact with a resisting body that when struck with 
the instrument gives the characteristic sensation to the 
touch, or sound to the ear, of a calculus. In some in- 
stances the calculus becomes arrested in the pelvic, or 
even ischiatic portion of the urethra, necessitating the 
use of an elastic catheter to locate the seat of obstruc- 
ticn. If the foreign body be of any size it may be detee- 
ted by means of the finger passed into the rectum and 
drawn over the course of this portion of the urethra. 
One must not imagine that because a dog can pass a 
few drops of urine that there is no calculus within the 
urethra. Evena probe may pass a small irregular stone 
without meeting with much, if any, opposition. Darkish 
brown or bloody urine may escape through the crevices 
of a calculus having a spiny surface. 

When the urethra becomes totally impacted, so that 
no urine is able to pass, severe constitutional symptoms 
soon set in, even within 12 hours, unless the obstruc- 
tion is removed. The animal after making frequent 
ineffectual attempts to urinate, becomes restless, anxious, 
and afterwards Sasmeek: he wanders about with his 
legs wide apart and his head held low until he becomes 
tired out with straining ; emaciation is rapid, the coat 
is dull and open, he seems haggard and indifferent, and 
ultimately becomes drowsy and assumes the lateral re- 
cumbent position; when roused he gives forth the 
characteristic moan of intoxication. Finally coma sets 
in, and he dies from uremic intoxication, the symptoms 
of which closely resemble those of the latter stages 
of the intoxications of typhus and jaundice (malaria), 

If the bladder be examined either by the aid of or 
without a general anzsthetic, by palpation through the 
abdominal wall in the earlier stage of the retention of 
urine, it will be found to be hard, painful, somewhat 
contracted, but not over distended as some might sup- 
pose. In my experience I have never encountered ex- 
cessive over-distension, let alone rupture of the bladder, 
from obstruction to the exit of urine either in the cat or 
dog. And from this fact is it not allowable to assume 
that rupture of the bladder alleged to occur in the horse, 
ox, sheep, or pig, from over-distension due to urethral 
calculi, is brought about by external violence and not by 
intra-vesical pressure ? 

After the urine has been retained a few hours the 
bladder becomes irritable, and soon the seat of acute 
hemorrhagic inflammation due to the decomposition of 
urine, which at first becomes turbid, then pinkish, and 
afterwards dark (porter) coloured. It gives off either an 
albuminous or ammoniacal odour according to the time 
it has been retained. This latter condition may appear 
within twelve hours of the impaction. In the cat the 
urine is frequently of a phosphoric odour. When the 
bladder has become inflamed it gradually diminishes in 
size, due, no doubt, to the absorption of urine by the 
inflamed mucous membrane and also probably the 
sympathetic non-secretion of urine. 

In the cat colicky symptoms are first prevalent, the 
animal cries, rolls on its side, swishes its tail, looks to- 
wards its flanks, and makes ineffectual attempts to pass 
its urine. Sometimes a few drops of bloody or inky 
urine trickle from the urethral orifice. Extra-abdominal 
examination of the state of the bladder is very easily 
carried out, as in this animal intra-abdomina! pressure 
is very slight. If the urethral orifice be inspected 
a small speck of yellowish material blocking up its lumen 
may be seen ; or when the penis is gently pressed be- 
tween thumb and index finger a onal cylindrical mass 
of cheesy or chalky material may be extruded. _ If 
nothing is seen a fine silver probe passed up the urethra 
may detect the presence of a calculus, known by the 
characteristic sensation to touch and sound to the ear. 


| 
| 
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Frequently when exploring the urethra with the probe 


| be of the vegetable kind, with milk, and no other animal 


the obstruction is pressed back into the bladder. Occas- food given, at least for a few days, Doses of Sodii 


sionally the impaction is expelled spontaneously, and 
the animal allows the urine, which is generally bloody, 
to"pass away in small drops. In the female similar 
symptoms are observed. 

The sizes of the calculi vary from a rape-seed up to a 
pea, according to the size of the dog. In the bitch they 
may be as large as an ordinary-sized marble. When 
small they are generally in great numbers, and usually 
become located posterior to the ossific portion or urethra. 
Occasionally they occupy the lumen of this part. When 
of a larger size they may be discovered fixed in the 
pelvic portion of the urethra. In shape, they are 
rounded, oval or elongated, and sometimes having a 
mulberry-like or even a prickly appearance. 

Treatment.—The essential thing to do when a caleu- 
lus is discovered to be the cause of obstruction to the 
passage of urine is to remove it and give vent to the 
contents of the bladder. The use of the trocar and 
canula in relieving the bladder, either through the rec- 
tum or abdominal walls, | condemn as being irrational 
and nearly, if not always, followed by failure to save the 
animal’s life. The simpler, more rational, and compara- 
tively safer method is to cut down on the obstruction 
and remove it. The operation can be painlessly done 
by injecting a few drops of a 4 per cent. solution of 
cocaine hydrochloride under the skin where the incision 
is to be made. The stone can be pressed through the 
opening by a probe. If more than one stone is present 

below the incision these can be pushed through by 
the probe. After this is done, the catheter should 
be passed up into the bladder to make sure there 
is no further obstruction between the incision and 


bladder. Even when the original obstruction is re- 
moved a recurrence may now and again take place by 
fresh caleuli descending from the bladder; but they 


generally become fixed at the upper end of the wound 
before it has healed, and under these circumstances 
manipulation and use of the probe are sufficient to bring 
about their exit. If one doesn’t succeed in this manner 
cutting down on to them will be necessary. Two or 
three longitudinal incisions in the urethra, at separated 
points are not harmful. Sutures are dangerous and un- 
necessary. The dog’s tongue is the safest dressing ap- 
plied to this kind of wound. Of the numerous cases 
that I have operated upon in this manner | have never 
observed a bad result. 

The question arises sometimes—-When calculi are left 
in the bladder, what should we do with them? My 


answer is—If they cause no urgent symptoms leave thei | 


alone. Operate only when it is urgert and absolutely 
necessary. I know of cases in which I have operated 
for urethral obstruction which have carried calculi in 
the bladder and also in the kidneys for years after with- 
out any serious disturbance being exhibited. If any 
symptoms of vesical or nephritie irritation should be 
manifested a few doses of the following mixture will 
generally put matters right :— 
Sodii bicarb. 


bic 
Inf. triticum repens 


vel Inf. buchu cone. 5iss. 
Tr. hyoscyam ol. ij. 
Syr. Simple 


- 


Ft. mist. Aq. Camph. 
_Sig.—A dessert to a tablespoonful to be given three 
a day. 
ore concluding, | ought to mention that ; . 
moval of the urethral obstruction I have found rrp 
sary in cases where the urine is bloody, and especially 
where it is ammoniacal, to wash out the bladder with a 
warm solution of boracic acid contsining a few drops of 
liquid extract of belladonna. This allays the irritabilit 
of the bladder and converts a threatened severe attac 


of cystitis intoa simple one. The animal’s food should 


| bicarb. 10 gr. or the above mention 


_ Regret was expressed at the retirement of 
_ (Hon. Sec.) and Mr. V. de V. Woodley (Capt.) 


mixture ought to 
be administered to lessen the natural acidity of the urine. 

At the conclusion of the paper, Mr. Gray handed round 
a number of specimens preserved in spirit, in illustration 
of his operations. 


In the discussion which followed Mr. Kine said they 
were greatly indebted to Mr. Gray for his valuable paper. 
It was a Ea that was new to most of them, so also 
was the modus operandi, and the instruments. In deal- 
ing with future cases that came beneath their notice they 
could well be guided by Mr. Gray’s great experience. 
The obstruction of the urethra in cat or dog was often 
overlooked by many, and they could not do better than 
follow Mr. Gray’s advice. 

Mr. Suwpson wished to say how much he appreci- 
ated Mr. Gray’s valuable paper. He had disposed of 
the popular idea that calculus of the urethra in dogs and 
cats was very uncommon. He had shown them ocular 
, evidence to the contrary, and they knew now it was 
, common in dogs, and in all ages of dogs. The whole 

aper bristled with wonderful statements. Mr. Gray 
had thoroughly explained to them his method of opera- 

tion, and he has dwelt on the vexed question of the 
' injection of belladonna internally or subcutaneously, and 
‘has plainly shown that ruptured bladder is often pro- 
_duced by urethral obstruction. Sabulous material is 
_ often found in sheep, even in lambs, particularly when 
| feeding off roots. ‘The sort of calculus generally found 
_in a dog was generally prickly, but it was very ,interest- 
| ing to know there were so many other varieties existing. 

With regard to treatment of wounds, Mr. Gray sug- 

, gested the dog’s tongue was the best healer. This seems 
_at the present day a little barbarous, and he should be 
| more disposed to trust to bandages, though he knew the 
_ difficulty of placing them. He again thanked Mr. Gray, 
and congratulated the President on the capital attend- 

ance. 
| The PrestpeENT said it did not fall to their lot to have 
so much experience in the dog and cat as Mr. Gray, who 
/ made it his speciality, but he had had one or two cases 0 
a similar nature, and he handed round specimens ob- 
tained. He was of the opinion that calculus in the 
, bladder was not so very dangerous ; it was when it es- 
/caped into the urethra. He was very pleased to see 
| and examine the fine case of special instruments ex- 
hibited by Mr. Gray, and thought the thanks of the 
meeting due to him. 
Mr. Gray briefly replied, expressing his gratification 
;at the interest taken in his paper and he answer 
| several questions some of the members had asked. _ He 
_ had tried bandages, but could assure them that a dog’s 
; tongue was the more effectual healer of the two. It wot d 
| give him great pleasure if he could think he had im- 
parted a httle knowledge to the meeting. 


__ On the motion of Mr. Topp, seconded by Mr. SPENCER, 
it was resolved that the next meeting would be held at 
Portsmouth, on the last Thursday in March next. 

On the motion of Mr. PrrrcHarp, seconded by. Mr. 
Wrace, a vote of thanks was unanimously accorded the 
| President, and Mr. Pack having briefly responded, the 
| meeting terminated after a sitting of three hours. 


A general meeting of the R. V. College Rugby Football 
_ Club was held on Oct. 5, it was announced by the Hon. Bee. 
that during the past year (season 1902-3) thirteen matches 
_had been played, nine of which were won, three lost and one 
drawn: the College having scored 170 points against 0* 
Mr. E. Brow2, 
The 
gentlemen were elected: Mr. J. Bone (Capt.) Mr. L. bev 
(Hon. Sec.) Messrs. Dale, E. McGuire, 
Leckie, H. Bone, Paine, Carter, Class representatives. 
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EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The autumn meeting was held on September 24th at 
the Royal Assembly Rooms, Yarmouth. There was a 
large attendance of the members who were joined at 
luncheon by several ladies and a few guests. The 
President, Mr. F. Morton Wallis, Halstead, occupied 
the chair. There were also present : Messrs. W. Ship- 
ley, jun., Yarmouth ; 8. Smith, Lowestoft ; G. Hunting, 
Stalham; J. E. Thurston, Fressingfield; F. B. O. 
Taylor, Weston ; J. K. Gcoch, Holt ; A. 8. Auger, Sax- 
mundham ; T. E. Auger, Wymondham ; R. Howard, 
Thetford ; J. E. Kitchen, London; A. H. Santy, Nor- 
wich ; J. Cleveland, Bungay ; E. Margarson, Swatfham ; 
R. Tayler, Colchester; W. M. Reeman, Bury St. Ed- 
munds ; A. Bray, Docking : and H. P. Standley, Wy- 
mondham (Hon. Sec.) The visitors were : Alderman 
T. Green, Yarmouth ; Messrs. J. R. Green, F.R.C.V.S., 
Nottingham ; Little, Willesden ; Sooby, King’s Lynn. 

After an excellent luncheon the toast of “The King” 
was honoured, and the business meeting followed. 

The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of letters ex- 
pressing regret at inability to attend from the following 

ntlemen: Profs. J. Penberthy, Hobday; Messrs. J. 

rr, J. R. Godbold, C. C. Nesling, T. G. Heatley, J. 
Hammond, A. Cole, F. W. Wragg, H.C. Reeks, W. 
Bower, J. Pollock, Jas. F. Simpson, J. E. Porrett, and 
W. Hunting. 


On the proposal of Mr. 8. Smith the minutes of the | 


last meeting were taken as read. 


New MEMBERS. 


Messrs. G. Upton, Epping; J. R. GopBoip, Stow- 
market ; and E. A. Hupson, Barrow, were elected mem- 
bers of the Society. 

Mr. W. Shipley proposed for election Mr. Airey of 
King’s Lynn. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Norwich. 

SERVICE. 


_ On the question of veterinary surgeons serving on 
oi in regard to which a case had been heard in Ire- 
and, Mr. Shipley stated that if their names appeared on 
the jury lists they could go to the Clerk of the Peace and 
ask him to have them struck out, and if he declined, 
they should apply to the Recorder at the Quarter 
ssions. 
Swine Fever INSPECTION. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following reply from the 
Board of Agriculture to the resolution ordered to be 
forwarded to Department at the last meeting :— 


“ Board of Agriculture, 
4 Whitehall Place, London, 8.W. 
, 3rd August, 1903. 

Sir,—I am directed by the President of the Board of 
Agriculture to advert to your letter of the 18th ult., for- 
wardin copy of the resolution passed by the Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society on the subject of 
the sequent of Local Veterinary Inspectors by the 
Board in the operations which are being conducted for 
the extinction of swine-fever, and I am to acquaint you 
for the information of that Society that experience ioe 
shown that within certain limits the work required in 
connection with swine-fever reports can be more econo- 
mically and efficiently carried out by veterinary inspec- 
se ose whole time is devoted to the work of the 
Pe order to provide for such enquiries at times when 

c Services of one of these inspectors are not immedi- 
ately available, the Board have appointed 95 Local 


hee Inspectors resident at centres convenient 


called upon to perform. Some 500 veterinary surgeons 
in practice in great Britain were formerly employed by 
the Board as occasion arose, on swine fever work, but 
the results of employing so large a number of private 
practitioners were found after a full trial to be not alto- 
gether satisfactory. There was lack of uniformity both 
in the diagnosis of the disease and in the administrative 
work which was required to be performed, and it was 
impossible for the Board to keep in close touch with, 
and to supervise, the work done. 

It was decided. therefore, after full consideration to 
limit the number of veterinary surgeons employed 
locally, and at the same time to place the employment 
of those whose services were retained on a more definite 
basis, regard being had both to uniformity of pro- 
cedure and to the proper economy of public funds. 

The new arrangements have been attended with satis- 
factory results from every point of view. 

I am toadd that the Board fully appreciate the fact 
that there are many capable veterinary surgeons who 
have not been appointed as Local Veterinary Inspectors, 
the reason being usually that their place of residence is 
not conveniently situated or that the position of swine 
fever, in the particular districts in which they practise 
does not render their appointment necessary for the 

romotion of the object which the Board have in view.— 
am, sir, you obedient servant, 
A. W. ANSTRUTHER, Assistant Secretary. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
F. Morton Watts, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—It is first my duty and pleasure to thank 
you very sincerely for the honour you ate accorded me 
in electing me President of your Society, and to assure 
you of my full appreciation of that honour, and of the 
duties belonging to it, which with your kind help and 
support I shall earnestly endeavour to carry out with 
satisfaction to you and credit to myself. 

As most of you are aware I was unable to attend the 
meeting at Bury St. Edmunds in July last owing to an 
accident, but thanks to the able management of our 
hard-working Secretary and kindly co-operation of the 
members present, everything passed off well, for which 
I was very thankful. I naturally thought there would 
be no need for an inaugural address at this meeting, but 
the Secretary would not let me off. 

This address usually takes the form of a reswmdé of 
events in connection with our profession which have oc- 
curred during the previous year, and must of necessit 
lend itself, more or less, to repetition, but as we are all 
anxious to hear the paper to read by’ Mr. Shipley, I 
shall not detain you long with my remarks. There 
are two very important matters aan | I wish to refer to 
affecting the life and success of societies like this and 
which depend very much on each other. 

The first is the great, and I am inclined to think, in- 
creasing difficulty the Secretary has in inducing members 
to read papers or introduce subjects for discussion at 
these meetings. So much is this the case that he has not 
hesitated to send out five or six invitations at one time 
for the same date, and does not get caught by several 
acceptances. There are many members well able to do 
so who have never yet taken the trouble to produce a 
a paper at these meetings, and I hope that their con- 
sciences will give them such a bad time that they will 
be led to volunteer, and not wait for asking. 

More or less hanging on the production of papers, or 
subjects of discussion, is the attendance or otherwise of 
members, and one cannot but notice and regret the com- 
paratively small meetings. If everyone who has the 
success of the Society at heart would look upon it as 
a duty to show up at such times, the result would be 


the point of view of the duties which they may be | beneficial to all concerned. Our motto, Vis wnita 
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fortior, is a good one, and serves to remind us that it is 
more than ever necessary that we should stick close to- 
gether for the good of our profession. | 

During the past year a new Veterinary College has 
been opened in Ireland, and under the capable wy 
ment of Professor Mettam its influence for good on the 
profession at large bids fair to become at least the equal 
of the previously existing Colleges. All the fittings and 
appointments are thoroughly up-to-date, and I under- 
stand the College is receiving considerable support 
from the leading medical men and other scientists in 
Dublin. 

The Board of Agriculture at the commencement of 
the year reduced their list of country veterinary inspec- 
tors from 600 to 16 in England alone, and made certain 
alterations in the duties and remuneration of those re- 
maining 16. In addition they increased their staff of 
Board Veterinary Inspectors and reduced that of the lay 
inspectors. lt remains to be seen whether the appoint- 
ment of these 16 inspectors is not the thin end of the 
wedge directed towards the total elimination of Local 
Veterinury Inspectors, also what benefit or saving to the 
country this will effect, but it has certainly caused a 
great deal of friction and unpleasantness and consider- 
ably reduced the income of many deserving and capable 
country practitioners who have done their best for the 
Board as Inspectors for many years. 

Referring once again to the Emerald Isle, it certainly 
appears that the interests of the veterinary profession 
are very much better looked after in that country than 
in ours, whilst the public interests are by no means less 
efficiently protected. I think I may say this happy state 
of affairs is without doubt directly due to the fact that 
all matters relating to the control of animals generally in 
health and disease, are under the immediate supervision 
of an eminent member of our profession to whom alone 
primarily the professional staff are responsible. 

The Victoria Benevolent Fund has done good service 
to the relatives of members of our profession who for 
various reasons have left those dependant on them for 
support in very distressed circumstances. We can none 
of us say how soon we, individually, or those dependent 
upon us may need some financial assistance, and it be- 
hoves us all not only to support this useful Society to 
the utmost of our power, but to induce others to join. 
Out of a list of 3,365 qualified veterinary surgeons only 

subscribe anything to this Society, which is a very 
small proportion and should be largely increased. 

We can congratulate ourselves on being free from the 
scourge of rabies, but glanders which has still to be 
dealt with officially in an efficient and common sense 
way, receives but scant notice from the Board. Is it 
not lamentably absurd that mallein, so well tried and 
recognised by all progressive members of our profession 
in all civilised countries as the most valuable aid to diag- 
nosis in our possession for dealing with this terrible 
scourge, should be so absolutely ignored and despised by 
the Board of Agriculture. It is considered by many 
that the recognition of the value of this agent by 
numerous large horseowners throughout the country as 
a means of ridding their stables of glanders, is responsi- 
ble to a large extent for the continued increase in the 
number of cases notified. 

Swine-fever, tuberculosis, anthrax, sheep scab, and 
distemper remain practically as during the last few 
years, but we are awaiting with great interest the further 
reports on researches into tuberculosis and distemper 

Other questions of special interest to us are : : 

Exemption from service on juries.—This subject is 
now eo attention from our Council, and will 
very shortly be put to the test practically, several mem- 
bers having responded to the invitation of the College 
Solicitor to bring forward their own individual cases to 
assist him in bringing matters to a head—the expenses 
of such procedure being borne by the R.C.V.S, ™ 


of water leech. Both eyes were badly infested, 
| Syringing the nostrils he removed between 50 an 


The Army Veterinary Department, like the rest of 
the department it belongs to, seems as far off as ever 
from any improvement or reform. I believe there are 
something like forty vacancies at the present time, and 
last time there was an examination for candidates only 
four presented themselves, and of these two were de- 
clared physically and two mentally unfit, thus proving 
the Department is not sufficiently attractive to induce 
the best men to enter for it. It would appear as if our 
only hope of recognition ~ 4 the War Office of the 
validity of our claim for this Department to be reconsti- 
tuted on a proper basis lies in continually and persis- 
tently hammering away as recommended by “Quasi 
Civilian” and others in recent issues of our valuable 
weekly The Veterinary Record. 

Parliamentary Representation.—I very much doubt 
if we as a body should reap much benefit from one repre- 
sentative, but I believe by organised combination or co- 
operation we should be much more likely to obtain the 
attention we desire, and I think deserve. 

Motor and Electric Traction no doubt has, and will 
affect both town and country practitioners to a certain 
extent, exactly to what extent remains to be seen, but if 
the worst comes to the worst and equine traction is 
entirely supplanted by mechanical traction we must, 
still sticking to our motto, turn over bodily and qualify 
as motor engineers. 

The status of veterinary surgeons has improved very 
much during the last 20 years, and the Veterinary Medi- 
cal Associations throughout the country can take some 
| of the credit for this to themselves. Many of our mem- 
_ bers now take important social and public positions, and 

it behoves us all to take our part as loyal citizens, by so 

doing we come into contact with all grades of society, 
,and by gaining the confidence of the public take our 
share in the general advancement of the profession. It 
is not the lazy man who has no time who does these 
things it is the busy one, the willing horse, who because 
he is always on the go and works on a system can gener- 
ally find time when necessary for something further.— 
(Applause.) 

On the proposal of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. T. E. 
Auger, a vote of thanks was passed to the President for 
his address, 


CoLOURATION CHANGE IN A MARE. 


The PrestmeNnt submitted some photographs of @ 
| mare now 18 years old, bought by her present owners 
| when she was six years old and he had known her for 12 
_years, his men having shod her for this period. His 
_ foreman recently called his attention to the fact that the 
_ fore feet, which had always been black, had commence 
| turning white from the coronet, and had now become 
perfectly white. The same change had taken place a 
round her muzzle, eyes, anus, and vulva, which from be- 
ing the usual black-brown were all more or less white. 
, From the anus down past the vulva to the udder an 
| legs the spesesnese was very much as though they h 
_been scalded. He had never come across such a case 
before. The mare was in perfect health and had not 
| a day’s illness, and had been constantly at work. 


LEECHES IN SWANS. 


| Mr. J. K. Goocu said that on September 9th he was 
_asked to examine a black swan received from Mr. Cr oe 
_of Liverpool, which had arrived the previous night a0 
was turned down on some water. + othing 
amiss with it was then noticed, but next morning it was 
found to be blind or partially blind in both eyes. wa 
_he pushed his finger into the eyes several appa 
large clots of blood came out but turned out to = “4 
an 
60 0 


these parasites. He had t with anything of the 
kind before and would be glad to know what they were. 
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(A case of specimens was then ey round). A long 
price had been paid for the bird, and when Mr. Cross 


was informed he said he had never met with a case like 
it, and forwarded another bird, which he saw the morn- 
ing after its arrival. He removed 10 parasites from its 
eyes and thought it would not go blind, but the eyesight 
of the other bird was entirely destroyed. The black 
swan was a native of Australia. The parasite had ante- 
posterior suckers and six eyes. The female swan with 
which it was to mate was perfectly free, and other black 
swans had been kept without being troubled by this 
parasite. 

Mr. SurpLEy suggested that the specimens should be 
sent to the officer at the Zoological Gardens, or 
to Prof. Bell at the Natural History Museum. 


Pus ry A Marr’s Eye. 


Mr. GREEN introduced the case of a mare which sus- 
tained injury in a stable from a blow over the eye. After 
the usual symptoms of inflammation of the lids there 
was some collection of pus noticed in the anterior cham- 
ber in the form of an oat. The ordinary treatment of 
physic with rest and dark stable was satisfactory in 
clearing up the swelling and tenderness, but the collec- 
tion of pus remained. The animal being a valuable one 
he consulted two eminent oculists, both of whom pooh- 
poohed the idea of operative interference. The owner 
allowing him a free hand he gave the mare a couple of 
months rest and put it under iodide of potassium and 
perchloride of mercury treatment, but with very little 
change. Then she was put to work with a shaded blin- 
ker, and he was waiting to see whether effect of exercise 
with a gradual bringing of the eye to the light would 
have any effect. Only by gravitation as the mare moved 
her head did the pus move slightly from one position to 
another. Whether the oculists who were against opera- 
tion in the horse would have hesitated a moment. if 
it had been a human subject he did not know. ‘To in- 
flict a wound upon the cornea was simple, but the after 
consequences were not always favourable. 

Mr. Suiptey asked whether it was purulent matter or 

lymph. He had seen cases where there had been a mass 
of lymph in the anterior portion of the eye but it had 
not had any effect upon the sight, If it was simply a 
mass of | oe it might be left alone, but it was difficult 
to say whether a mass of this kind was pus or lymph. 
_ Mr. GREEN said that at first he was inclined to think 
it was lymph, but both the oculists thought it was un- 
doubtedly pus. The inflammation was at first very 
Severe, and though there was no laceration there was 
considerable bruising of this part of the cornea. 


GLANDERS. 
By W. Surprey, F.R.C.V.S., Yarmouth. 


It is only with a large amount of diffidence that I rise 
to make a few remarks, and it is only the great import- 
ance of the subject that urges me to do so. The trouble 
that the presidents and secretaries of societies have now 
in getting papers for the meetings is one greatly to be 
regretted, and can only be explained by the natural 

shfulness of veterinary surgeons in airing their 
opinions, 

It is only a short time ago I read, at the request of the 

resident, a short paper, and I am now asked to do so 
again so that a meeting may be held and a subject 
a forward for discussion. I think some of the 
feel , members of the Society should take their turn. I 
a quite sure most of you will have enough of ry! 
ia anyhow I must crave your indulgence whilst 
oe: uce for your notice a few notes on glanders in its 

‘onship to the provincial veterinary surgeons. 
Pont hot necessary for me to go into the pathology of 
ers nor the clinical symptoms, Sather than by 


saying how easily one can diagnose the disease when one 
has such positive symptoms as ulceration of the nasal 
mucous membrane, with a discharge, enlarged sub-max- 
illary glands, or in that form of glanders called farcy with 
the presence of ulcers, with or without a swelling of one 
or more limbs. 

Now, we provincial veterinary surgeons—or country 
practitioners, whichever you prefer to be called—so 
rarely come across a case of glanders that we consequent- 
ly will not so readily diagnose it as the practitioner in 
the big cities. The city which affects us most of course 
is London, and it is this great source of supply to the 
provinces that I want you to keep in your mind. 

Since it has been so clearly pointed out that glanders 
may exist for any considerable time in the lungs of 
horses without evincing any visible sign and without in 
any way affecting the health of the animal, we know we 
have a most subtle disease to deal with. And since the 
introduction of mallein and the proof of its almost_cer- 
tain diagnostic value, we have also a very subtle body of 
men to deal with—-I mean the lower classes of jobmas- 
ters and horse-dealers in London who know the value of 
mallein as a diagnostic test. 

A question I might deal with at once is whether an 
animal that shows no clinical signs of glanders is dan- 
gerous. Iam convinced that it is just as dangerous as 
one that is discharging from the nose. I do not think 
we have any proof that they are not. Others hold con- 
trary opinions : we need not enter into their reasons. 

I feel inclined to relate a tale told by Lord Derby at 
the Tuberculosis Conference after Koch had said that 
bovine tuberculosis could not be communicable to man : 
it was this. <A friend of his said that he did not know 
whether such a place as Hell existed or not, but whilst 
there was the probability of it he intended to lead as 
good alife as he could. So until it is absolutely proved 
that non-clinical glanders is harmless we must treat it 
as dangerous. 

Now in the last report, 1902, from the Board of Agri- 
culture the assistant secretary says that there is a slight 
decrease in the number of outbreaks of glanders reported 
as against 1901, a matter of 190 cases, a decrease of 150 
in the County of London. I would however point out 
that in the reports of the Board there is a peculiar ir- 
regularity in the number of outbreaks and the number 
of horses attacked year by year, and I suggest that very 
little reliance can be put in these figures. 

As a matter of fact I believe there is just as much 
glanders as ever—-if not more. I note also that in the 
evidence of some members of the veterinary profession 
given before the Royal Commission it is stated that 
glanders is decreasing, whilst others say that there are 
thousands of horses working in London suffering from 
the disease. Now, as a matter of fact 2,040 horses were 
destroyed or died in all England last year certified as 
being attacked with glanders. 1,600 of these in the 
County of London. Surely if so many thousands 
are at work the proportion of those said to die of the 
disease must be wrong. It is with the question of what 
is happening to these horses I wish especially to deal. I 
wish to point out the danger which exists of the disease 
being spread all over the country whilst such con- 
ditions exist and such regulation as the Order of 1894 
remains in force. 

In years past when a case of glanders occurred in a 
stable the el was slaughtered, the carcase buried or 
destroyed, and the horse owner waiting in dread of a 
fresh outbreak of the disease. The horses were kept at 
work, of course, and the hope was that nothing further 
would occur ; or the horse-owner would be prepared to 
sacrifice a few horses every year and looked upon it as 
inevitable. But now, when an outbreak occurs, the 
dealer or jobmaster alters his tactics. He either calls in 
his veterinary surgeon or other person and tests the 


250 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 24, 1903 


remaining horses. He can then isolate those that react, 
and select his opportunity to sell such as he considers 
dangerous to keep. These may go to an auction or be 
sold privately, a Task what becomes of them? People 
that are in the know don’t touch them. We find that 
many cast London horses are sold every year and find 
their way down to the country, to seaside or holiday 
resorts, where there is a demand for a cheap horse to do 
work for a limited period, at the expiration of which 
time they are again sold and may be sent to the most 
remote parts of the country. 

I should say—and I am not exaggerating, that from 
150 to 200 cheap horses are brought to this town every 
season, and most are sold off at the end to be, as I say, 
again spread about. Of course these are all apparently 
healthy horses, but I am quite certain that a greater 
proportion than we think suffer from, or have been in 
contact with animals suffering from glanders. What 
becomes of these atfected ones? In many cases the 
horse gets into the hands of a poor man—a one-horse 
keeper, death, and the knackers. No one the wiser. A 
provincial knacker does not know much of the disease, 
and does not care. 

In other cases the horse is introduced to stables occu- 
pied by others, and sooner or later the disease breaks out 
amongst them and it is very rarely that we cannot easily 
trace the source of the disease. 

What other Local Authorities are doing I catnot say, 
but in the Boro’ of Great Yarmouth we are doing our 
utmost to deal with this trouble. During tlie last four 
years we have had 19 outbreaks, and have slaughtered 
and buried no less than 75 horses. This is a matter of 
considerable expense. Expenses thrown on to the rates 
to exterminate a <lisease ak we cannot avoid, owing 
to the lax treatment it received from the legislature of 
thiscountry. { have instructions from our Local author- 
ity to test free of charge to the horse-owners any sus- 

icious animal, or when an outbreak in a stable renders 

it necessary. lam glad to say I have never received any 
opposition from the owners, they are only too glad to get 
rid of the disease. Glanders in Yarmouth causes no end 
of worry and anxiety. I may say personally am always 
in a state of fear of overlooking a case, or of meeting 
with a serious outbreak. We have closed our drinking 
troughs in order to prevent the spread of disease. [ am 
firmly of opinion that these are most dangerous and the 
most frequent cause of the spread of disease. I also fail 
to see the necessity of them, except to encourage laziness 
in horse-keepers, with our short journeys especially. 
About our small towns the horses are not away from 
stables to require them. [should be glad of an expression 
of opinion on this matter as there are many not of my 
opinion. 

If | may relate a few cases of the difficulties we have 
to contend with I may be able to draw further eon- 
clusions. During last year a man purchased four horses 
in London, and at the end of the season sold two to a 
client of mine. One was sent to a branch grocer’s shop 
in the country, 16 miles off. It returned in the spring 
was sold toa brake-owner during this summer. | have 
killed tive out of his six horses, all affected, the Londoner 


apparently free from disease reacting, and found on post- | 


mortem to be sutfering from glanders. The other horses 
in that stable have been know to me for some time, and 
I am sure the recently bought horse introduced the 
disease. The other horse he used in his business and 
after it went lame turned it off on a little farm where he 
kept one horse ; these two developed glanders and were 
killed. It is quite plain to me that both these horses 
were infected with glanders with no clinical sign when 
brought to our town. This outbreak affects two counties 
n another case, called to the knackers to see t 

of ahorse. Horse purchased in London 
‘turned off on marsh until required for work, develops 


so-called cold and dies ina few hours. Found glanders 
exist 
In another case called to see horse which had stood 
next an infected stable twelve months previously. Had 
known horse practically all his life. Found him in great 
ain with small wound, evidently pricked, at point of 
hock. Dead in 24 hours. Post mortem revealed glanders. 
No such thing ever suspected. The adjoining outbreak 
was introduced from London. 
| Well, gentlemen, | have brought to your notice some- 
‘thing which you already know and to which you are 
already awake, but 1 really think the time has come 
when the local authorities should awaken to the danger 
of the spread of this dreadful disease, and that the 
horse-owners and the public should know what is occur- 
ing, and that it might easily be prevented. 

| am emphatic in saying that by the careful use of mal- 
lein in the aide only of veterinary surgeons glanders may 
| be stamped out of England, and that the time has come 
‘when our Board of Agriculture should recognise it. Of 
the curative properties | have no great experience, but as 
an aid to diagnosis it is of tremendous importance. There 
‘are arguments for and against it. If iterrs it does so on 
‘the safe side. Of course, in those cases which we may 
| have to deal with where the animals have been tested on 
two or three previous occasions, or at the inception of the 
disease, we may err. If all horses were tested by a veter- 
inary surgeon and a register of the horses kept—at any 
rate when once a horse reacts he should never be allowed 
to be sold—-all reacting horses slaughtered, and periodic 
visits made, some great good may be done. Some sug- 
,gest branding. Anyhow, it seems a great and grave 
danger that this disease should be allowed to spread in 
the way it is, and an injustice that local rates should 
have to bear the expense of clearing up the outcasts of 
London’s glanders ; and I would remind our London 
friends that if the provincial local authorities neglect to 
stamp out this disease there is a danger of the country 
horses, which at the present time you can purchase with- 
out fear, being a source of infection. It is not at all 
improbable that the disease will find its way back. 

The question arises in all our minds, Why is not this 
disease attacked and stamped out in the same way as 
| other contagious diseases? And, mind you, this disease 
,is a source of danger to mankind. I find that from 
_ 1891-1897 25 human beings were reported as dying from 
_glanders, others may have died from the disease without 
it being diagnosed. We know we have almost a perfect 
| diagnostic test in mallein, and if I may extract a few 
| quotations from the reports of the Chief Veterinary 
| Officer of the Board of Agriculture as far back as 1894, 
— years ago, you will see how lax the Board has 

een. 
Ist. “ It is evident from the foregoing experiments that 
in mallein we have a material which if universally ap- 
plied under professional supervision in all affected 
stables would enable owners themselves to eradicate 
_glanders from their studs.” 

In 1895 it is favourably reported on. Again in 1896: 
— With such satisfactory results as these before us It 
is obvious that if the same method was adopted by horse 
proprietors generally throughout the country the perl 
required for the ultimate extinction of glanders wo 
be reduced in proportion to the extent to which they 
availed themselves of this remarkable and valuable aid to 

diagnosis.” 
In 1898 the Secretary of the Animals Division says ‘— 
“The successful application of precautions against the 
spread of diseases amongst horses must always present a 
problem by no means easy of solution.” This is rather 
a damper on the previous suggestions, but then no doubt 
if you read the remaining portion of the paragraph the 
matter of expense crops up. 
In 1899 a committee was appointed by the House | 
Commons to enquire into the working of the Act 0 
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1894. This sat and took evidence, and very strong re- 
———a were made. From this nothing has re- 
sulted. 

Then the question of how Glasgow stamped out glan- 
ders in their serious outbreak is quoted in the report of 
1900. “However, the success obtained in Glasgow is 
worthy of serious consideration as it may form a basis 
for legislation at some future time.” 

Three years have passed, and we have got no legisla- 
tion. An experiment has been conducted by the Board 
on some 13 healthy horses in contact with diseased ones 
the result of which is of very little use, in fact appears 
to me to be ridiculous. I recommend you to read it asa 
matter of diversion. 

In conclusion I feel that every effort should be used 
(1) To impress upon the Board the necessity of stamping 
out this disease, and the great danger of having many 
other centres of the disease created. (2) That the 
stamping out question is a national affair and should not 
be chargeable to the local rates. @) That the use and 
sale of mallein should be only in the hands of veterinary 
surgeons, and that it should be recognised by the Board 
of Agriculture as a diagnostic test. 

I would warn all country practitioners to be on the 
qui vive for the appearance of this horrible disease. 

I must apologise to you for these rambling remarks. I 
hope they will promote a discussion and_ help to make 
the time spent profitable. You are, I think, quite aware 
that I had very short time in which to prepare it. 


Discussion. 


Mr. KircHeEN said that in London no subject occupied 
the profession more than glanders. It had never been 
known to exist to the same extent as at the present 
time. In his own practice in the last six months he 
found 15 outbreaks that were fresh nests of the disease. 
What then must it be ia all London? He thoroughly 
believed in the mallein test, and thought it was simply 
mvaluable. He had injected many hundreds of horses 
and never known it to fail him once. He was sorry to 
have to admit that glanders came into the country from 
London, and if possible he would suggest a kind of 
‘quarantine in the country for all horses from London. 
They all knew that a little man if he had an attack did 
not like to sacrifice his horse, but sent it to a sale ; hence 
the spread of glanders in the provinces. The local 
authorities ought in some way to recompense owners 
for the loss of their animals. When there were outbreaks 
of pleuro-pneumonia farmers were recompensed ; why 
should not the owners of glandered horses be? Until 
this happened glanders would never become extinct. 
There should be a law to compel horses to be tested be- 
fore they were offered at auction, and one of the condi- 
tions of sale should be the production of a veterinary 
Surgeon’s certificate that they had been tested and were 
free from glanders. He had just seen a fine mare 
bought in Norfolk the last week in July which he valued 
at £65, and he had to condemn it as glandered. He 
quite agreed as to closing water troughs, and in one 
or two districts of London this had been done, but it 
‘ought to be universal. There could be standpipes and 
eich driver could have his pail and draw water for his 
mes _He was often asked by friends in Norfolk and 

orkshire to buy them useful ‘brood mares, but he dare 
not do it under present circumstances. By testing they 
could get at the disease ;in many cases there was no 
other means. He had known cases where there were 
a clinical symptoms, and by continual testing he 
a teved they could rid an animal of the disease. On 
eptember 12th in London 84 animals were reported to 
een pe with glanders, but in the corresponding 
be . of last year there were only 46, which showed how 
i the matter was getting. Where an animal 

owed no clinical symptoms, if it were tested until 


it would not react at all, he believed there was no risk in 
placing it amongst healthy animals. 

Mr. 8. Sara said his experience of glanders was very 
limited, but it was a most serious thing that studs in 
various parts of the country should be jeopardised by 
horses purchased in London. — Horses sold by job-mas- 
ters were very often bought by farmers for their stewards 
to ride, and consequently came in contact with other 
horses, and if Suffolks or studs of Shires were affected 
it would be a most serious thing. Would repeating the 
mallein test be a cure? He was inclined to think that 
repeated injections would cause an animal not to react. 
If job-masters took the trouble to have their horses in- 
jected several times, they would pass the test and could 
sold at repository sales. 

Mr. G. HuntInG said that four or five months ago he 
was called to a mare bought of some dealers at Norwich. 
The night it was taken home the mare showed signs of 
pain, and appeared to be very stupid in the head, She 
showed all the symptoms of constipation. He examined 
per rectum and she presented all the signs of being very 
constipated, and also of brain affection. He diagnosed it 
as a case of liver and constipation. In 48 hours she had 
relief from the bowels, but then showed a swelling up 
her legs, and a corded appearance about them. Not 
being satisfied, he asked Mr. Shipley to look at her, 
but the mare died soon after. hey made a post- 
mortem and found it was a case of glanders. There had 
been nothing to show it except the swollen legs, and they 
could not get any previous history. No doubt this mare 
had come from London. The liver weighed about three 
or four times the normal and was schirrous. 

Mr. W. M. ReEMAN said he had only had two cases of 
glanders in the last three years and both came from 
London. He agreed with Mr. Shipley as to water-troughs 
and agreed that compensation should be given. It would 
be a good thing if an amount equivalent tu what had 
been spent on swine fever were expended in an attempt 
to suppress glanders which was a more serious disease 
and of more national importance. Members of the pro- 
fession should do their utmost to impress this view on 
the Board of Agriculture, and to urge that horses should 
not be allowed to be brought down from London to 
spread the disease all about the country districts. There 
ought to be restrictions placed upon the sale of mallein, 
which should only be permitted to be used by veterinary 
surgeons. He would like some information as to how 
infection is spread. 

Mr. Goocu said his experience of glanders dated back 
to the time when mallein was unknown, and since then 
he had only had one or two cases. He would like to 
know whether if a horse showing symptoms of glanders 
were treated with several injections of mallein this would 
check the disease until the horse would not react and 
could be sold as a non-reactor. If so it was a Cangerous 
agent to be in the hands of unqualified people, and un- 
scrupulous dealers would not hesitate to use it. His own 
opinion was that glanders was incurable. 

Mr. A. 8. AUGER said he had one case, of a horse that 
was on some marshes ; it had come direct from London. 
It was isolated, and the case finished with this horse, 
which was sent away. He had a client whose pon 
developed symptoms of farey and this also was isolated, 
but in due course it became clear. He was meant for 
the knacker. 

Mr. T. E. AuGER said he concurred with Mr. Shipley 
that no real good would be done until more drastic mea- 
sures were adopted for dealing with this disease. No 
doubt it was the question of expense that kept the 
authorities back. 

Mr. F. GREEN said that during four years practice in the 
city of Nottingham they had a had one outbreak, and 
that was traced toa horse from Pickford’s that had come 
from London to relieve others. Previous outbreaks were 
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traced to horses which had come from repository sales 
at Liverpool, not Americans, and two isolated cases in 
cab ot In each of these outbreaks the horses had 
been in close confinement in big stables. They ought to 
believe absolutely in the infectious nature of the disease, 
and that it is an infectious disease only. He did not 
believe there was such a thing as spontaneous outbreaks. 
Isolated cases in the country took a little reckoning up, 
but the glanders bacillus was tenacious of life and was 
carried about in various ways. There were means 
whereby horses in isolated country districts might be- 
come contaminated though the source might be over- 
looked for the time. The disease could not arise except 
by the introduction of the glanders bacillus into the 
system. Naturally the question of compensation arose, 
and it ought to come from the Imperial Exchequer. In 
his opinion to compensate private persons would open a 
channel whereby unscrupulous persons in small towns 
might deal in atfected horses. They would not take any 
measures to protect themselves because they knew if the 
had a glandered horse they would not be prosecuted. 
They would take advice of the local authority, the local 
inspector would go down and condemn the horse which 
would be slaughtered and the owner would be paid for 
it. On the other hand if nothing arose the owner would 
dispose of the horse at a profit. It ought to be made a 
unishable offence for a man to have in his stables a 
orse showing clinical signs of glanders without report- 
ing it. A Government inspector ought to attend the 
large repository sales in London where animals of a 
doubtful character and doubtful origin were sold in large 
numbers, and they should be subjected to the test before 
passing under the hammer. It ought to be one of the 
conditions of sale that the animals did not react to mal- 
lein. Outbreaks occurred only in stables of horses used 
for livery or cab purposes, and not as a rule with first 
class or high priced animals. It might be that in these 
days of motor traction the Government would not think 
much of this class of animals. It was a different thing 
altogether with pleuro-pneumonia, because we could not 
do without beef, but horses for these merely commercial 
purposes it is a question whether the Government will 
trouble much about. 
Alderman T, GREEN, as a member of the Watch Com- 
mittee of Great Yarmouth, said it would be exceedingly 
lamentable if a serious outbreak of glanders occurred in 
Yarmouth during the visitors season, and this fact was 
fully recognised by the Watch Committee, who were also 
perfectly satisfied with the advice that Mr. Shipley had 
given them. It was always carried out by Committee, 
who recognised that if he did not understand the subject 
they certainly did not, and they therefore left the mat- 
ter entirely in his hands. The Committee spared no 
expense in their endeavours to stamp out the disease, and 
if it were policy that every animal coming from a dis- 
tance be subjected to a test they would be only too 
pleased to incur the expense. _ It was gratifying to find 
that the experience of the veterinary surgeons in glanders 
was almost ni/ ; it eased his mind as to the danger they 
in Yarmouth incurred. He thought Mr. Shipley’s paper 
would be of great use to the members of the Watch 
Committee when they were again called on to deal with 
question. 
n every case of glanders at Yarmouth it had b 
that the horse attacked had been imported ivan ean 
and it was of the first importance that the Board of 
Agriculture should be stirred up to take some action 
Judging however from the remarks made by some of the 
members, that Department seemed to be following the 
same course as the War Office, but he hoped the Board 
of Agriculture would not be so stupid and thick-headed 
as the War Office had shown itself to be, or it would be 
a bad thing for the country. 
Mr. A. H. Santry said he commenced his pupilage with : 


ia stud of five glandered horses, and went through the 


whole course of trephining and treatment in all possible 
ways to makea cure, but finished up 7 slaughtering 
them all. Most certainly water troughs ought to be 
done away with. The authorities ought to pay more 
heed to the suggestions of the veterinary profession. 
Supposing the mallein test was employed as proposed 
in pet md would the owners agree to have the animals 
that reacted destroyed, or would they be isolated or 
what would take place? Did Mr. Shipley think that 
the animals which showed no signs of glanders except 
by the mallein test, convey the infection and how! 
Be ago when they had no mallein test they had to 
diagnose glanders simply by the enlargement of the sub- 
maxillary gland. They had to wait weeks, perhaps a 
month, before they could say a horse was glandered, o1 
until they saw a discharge from the left nostril or by 
inoculation of some other animal ; generally a donkey 
was operated on and that was the only means of satisfy- 
ing themselves and their clients that a horse was glan- 
dered. Now the veterinary profession was more favcur- 
ably circumstanced. He would like Mr. Shipley to 
describe the! post-mortem appearance of horses he had 
condemned by mallein test, whether he found ulceration 
of the membrane or of the sub-maxillary gland, farcy 
buds, or anything of that kind. When he was a pupil 
they always thought it was a contagious disease and 
non-infectious. In a stable with a number of stalls, if a 
horse known to be glandered was introduced and every 
known precaution was taken, would any number of 
horses be affected by simply breathing the atmosphere ! 

Mr. F. Green said they would, and it had been 
proved in coal mines, where the stables might be half 
a mile apart but in direct air communication. 

Mr. Santy said it was an Imperial matter and the 
whole country ought to be saddled with the expense of 
whatever measures were taken to lessen the disease. 
Local taxation would not meet the case. 

The PRESIDENT said that before he went to College he 
attended a Michaelmas sale and a client of his father’s 
asked him to look at a cart horse he was thinking of 
buying. He recommended him not to buy it, as in his 
opinion it was a suspicious case of glanders. The only 
diagnostic symptom was the adhesion of the gland to 
the side of the jaw. As he had not been to college he 
was rather chary of giving a direct opinion. The client 
did not buy the horse, but a young fellow he knew bought 
it. Some months afterwards his father attended a horse 
that was supposed to be suffering from a severe cold. 
One morning he went with him to see the horse and _it 

roved to be the one bought at this’ Michaelmas sale. 

he owner immediately rounded on him for not having 
cautioned him, quite oblivious of the fact that he (the 
President) had not known that he was going to buy it. 
The owner did not believe it was glandered, and to_ test 
it they bought a donkey on the condition that if the 
horse was glandered he would pay for it, and if not that 
the veterinary would. The donkey was inoculated, and 
was very soon on its back and dead. He had not had @ 
case for the last three years. He had one case on a farm 
in a very isolated position. He was called to it by the 
local authority, and he advised that it should be tes 
with mallein which was done. The horse reacted an 
was slaughtered and buried. The other horses on the 
farm were kept under observation, but there was 0° 
further trouble. All the mangers were pulled out am 
burned, and the stables thoroughly limewashed. 
showed that prompt measures were the wisest. 

Mr. Krrcutn said his experience was that the less 4 
horse was attacked with glanders the more it responded 
to the mallein test. When a post-mortem was made 0” 
what was apparently a very old case it was most often 
found a horse was what might be termed rotten W! 
glanders, though the temperature might not have gon’ 
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up. Nor was the local swelling so great as in a very 
recent case, when a horse responded most both in tem- 
perature and local swelling. 

Mr. Hewertson said that when he was in South Africa 
he was called to see a troop of police horses, one of 
which showed clinical symptoms. There were just 
under a hundred horses and pack ponies, and he looked 
through them carefully to find any others presentin 
clinical symptoms. He isolated all suspicious cases oe 
then came to a standstill, as he could not get any mallein. 
Eventually he got enough to do about a dozen. It was 
concentrated mallein from the Pasteur Institute. The 
clinical case reacted and was destroyed out of the way. 
The remainder were kept isolated until he got sufficient 
mallein to do a few more. It was another sort, dessi- 
cated mallein, which should have been mixed with 
sterilised water. The nearest approach to it that he 
could get was boiled water, and Utter injecting it every 
horse showed reaction. Then he got enough mallein to 
test the lot, and those injected with mallein mixed with 
water were re-injected, and three out of the 96 which 
had reaction were slaughtered. He made post-mortems 
but he did not get very definite appearances. In one he 
found old standing ulceration of the pleura, but he did 
not remember whether there were any typical glanders 
nodules at all. In another there was chronic pneu- 
monia. Since he had been home he was requested to 
examine some horses in his neighbo r’s practice but 
under his local authority. These horses had been re- 
— on account of some ulceration on the side of the 
ace. He examined them with his neighbour, Mr. C. 
Nesling, and they were fairly certain it was farey, but 
did not give a definite opinion before testing, when the 
horse reacted. He advised testing the remainder and 
got one reaction out of four or five horses. These ani- 
mals he had destroyed and buried without making a 
post-mortem as it was a very satisfactory test and he 
did not think there was any occasion to run any further 
risk by making a post-mortem. He thought it ought to 

made practically impossible for anybody to procure 
mallein unless he was a veterinary surgeon. If any 
person wanted to procure mallein he must have some 
object in view, and if he bought it of a wholesale drug- 
gist his name should be registered, and this should lead 
the authorities to make an examination of his premises 
and see if there was any suspicion of glanders. 

Mr. Surptey, replying on the debate, said that at 
Yarmouth the Watch Committee had always treated the 
outbreaks in the same spirit that he would, with a view 
to stamping-out the disease. One gentleman remon- 
strated with him on the cruelty of keeping the water 
troughs closed, but he asked him how he would like to 
80 into an hotel and drink beer from a pot that everyone 
used, aud this convinced him. His paper was written 
‘at short notice for the meeting. It was imperfect, and 
he had not come to all the conclusions he would have 
liked, but he had tried to impress upon them the im- 
portance of the subject. The disease cropped up every 
now and again and they were in an awkward position 
if they could not deal with it. Mr. Kitchin sug- 
gested that all the animals imported into the dis- 
trict should be tested, but the local authorities had 
0 power to do so. His view was that the horses should 

» done in the districts they came from, and then a man 
_— send a reactor for they knew that a horse tested 

hs or three times did not react, and in that way a 
chadered horse might be admitted that did not react to 
je bape In one case he tested a horse that was evi- 
ial glandered but_it did not react. But he had it 
- all the seme. Mr. Smith had spoken about the 

nee of glanders from the district, and this was what 

€ could not understand. In the last 4 years there 
killed ee 19 outbreaks at Yarmouth, and 75 horses 
ut in all the district round about not more than 
or Six outbreaks had occurred in the same time. He 


could not understand it except that the horses were in 
the hands of poor people and were destroyed without it 
coming to the knowledge of a veterinary surgeon, and 
consequently were not recorded. As to the curative 
effect of wn he believed it was the opinion of Prof. 
M’Fadyean that mallein would, after repeated injections, 
cure the disease, but any horse that reacted to mallein 
whether cured or not should be so branded or marked 
and should not be allowed to leave the stable to infect 
others while there is risk and — of this occurring. 
Mr. Hunting related the case of a horse bought at 
Norwich which developed glanders at once. A similar 
case might come intd a stable where there were five or 
six horses, and a serious outbreak might ensue that 
would be a troublesome matter to deal with. As to the 
— of infection he was positive that an animal non- 
clinically affected with glanders could communicate the 
disease. All the horses coming into Yarmouth were 
non-clinically affected, and came in without any signs of 
glanders. How did contagion spread if it did not come 
through these animals? These cases never showed any 
signs until they had communicated the disease to other 
horses. Until they were absolutely dangerous he would 
treat them as diseased. The Board of Agriculture had 
a Departmental Committee which purchased eight re- 
actors to mallein and herded them with nine healthy 
animals, but the test reminded him of an old friend 
who had a lot of bullocks in a yard next to one 
where there was one which had_pleuro-pneumonia, 
and as they did not take it said it was not con- 
tagious. he Board of Agriculture used these horses 
which were tested three or four times until they 
ceased to react and the others did not take it, so they 
said there was no danger. It was an absurd conclusion. 
A man might be in that room suffering from smallpox 
and they might all go away without being affected, but 
none of them would say smallpox was not contagious on 
account of that fact. He could not believe in the spon- 
taneous generation of glanders any more than in spon- 
taneous pleuro-pneumonia. It was a most difficult thing 
to deal with, because they might have a horse with non- 
clinical glanders and yet the next horse to it developed 
the disease. It was the same with pleuro-pneumonia, 
where they kept killing off the bullocks as they devel- 

oped the disease, but Jeft behind the animal that was 
giving it to all the others. With mallein they could tell 
which animal was giving the disease to the rest, and 
could kill it out of the way. Expense ought not to be 
considered when they knew five or six human beings 
died every year from glanders. The Government ought 
not to hesitate because it might cost £40 or £60 per 
horse, because he was certain there were many human 
beings who died from glanders though it was not diag- 
nosed as such, for it was a very rare disease for an 
ordinary medical man to come across. As to Mr. 

Green’s remarks on the class of horses mostly affected, 
the horses worked in Yarmouth for the summer traffic, 
carting, ete., were not the best horses that could be 
bought, but they were the best to do the work required 

of them and to earn a living for their owners. The un- 

fortunate part of the Glanders and Farey Order was 

that they had no power to deal with animals that show- 

ed no diagnostic signs of the disease. Under the Act of 
1894 they had either to say the case was glanders or not. 

The recommendations of the 1899 committee ought to be 
carried out and enforced against knackers. It was true 

that knackers did not know very much, but it would be 

a simple matter to insist, if they found any disease in 

the lungs of a horse to report it to the police or local 

inspector. The inspector could very soon decide what it 

was. It was done in London where, when an animal 

went to the knacker’s the lungs were put on one side and 

labelled for the inspector to examine. If the inspector 

found any disease he could go straight to the stables affec- 

ted. Stables would be the greatest trouble in trying to 
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stamp out glanders. There were stables that were rot- 
ten, bad, and good for nothing where horses were herd- 
ed, and in London there were stables which were 
absolutely infested with glanders, and nothing less than 
their destruction would stamp out disease from these 
centres. The existence of glanders in Yarmouth during 
the last four years had meant a loss of £500 a year to 
horseowners, to say nothing of the cost thrown on the 
rates. They had been losing their horses, which had 
been killed and buried without any compensation. It 
could not be helped, and had to be done. The matter 
was so serious that it should be practically considered. 
Any animal that reacted to mallein should be treated as 
a glandered horse. Until it was proved to be harmless 
it must be treated as dangerous. He had made post- 
mortems on every horse he had slaughtered and he only 
found one instance in which a horse had reacted and was 
not shown to be suffering from the disease. It was 
absolutely certain that owing to the importation of glan- 
dered horses from America, South Africa was practically 
poisoned with glanders, and it would be a most serious 
task to clear it out of that country. If the Board of 
Agriculture would insist upon notification of contagious 
disease by veterinary surgeons it would be a very good 
thing. A veterinary surgeon could not conscientiously 
allow a diseased animal to exist without reporting it, but 
at the same time clients often insisted on it not being 
reported and he was put ina very awkward position. 
That difficulty would be removed if notification was 
compulsory. 

Mr. W. M. ReeMAN, proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Shipley, said Yarmouth was to be congratulated on hav- 
ing such an officer, and he was to be congratulated on 
having such a committee to deal with. Mr. Gooch 
seconded the vote, which was enthusiastically adopted, 
and Mr. Shipley briefly replied. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Kitchen, the following resolution was adopted :—‘ That 
the members of this Society consider that the time has 
arrived when the recommendation of the Department 
Committee of the Board of Agriculture (1899) regarding 
the Working of the Diseases of Animals Act, in so far 
as it relates to glanders, be enforced.” 

This was unanimously adopted. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, after which the members took tea together. 

Harry P. Stanpiey, Hon. See. 


TRANSVAAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting was held on Frida 
at the dirand Hotel, Pretoria, the President, Capt Tar 
Irvine Smith, S.A.C., in the chair. The following mem- 
bers were present: Messrs. Stewart Stockman, Christy 
Kellett, Lee, Pye, Skues, Walker, Connacher, Pallin, 
Dale, “Dunphy, Cochrane, Head, Thieler, Capt Tate, 
. Kirby Hon. See. ‘ 
he minutes of the previous meeting w 

confirmed, and the following 
and unanimously elected members :—Major J. Cooper 
Messrs. LEE, JOHNSTONE, GARDNER, and ELDER 

Ordinance No. 56 of 1903 was then read, and it was 
2 mane by the President, seconded by Mr. Connacher 
and carried unanimously—* That the Association should 
be registered under Ordinance No. 56 of 1903 which 
deals with the incorporation of societies, and that the 
Hon. Sec. be authorised to carry out the same.” 


GLANDERS. 

An interesting discussion ther: 

munication received by the Ass 
Mallein as a cure for glanders. 


‘rose out of a com- 
oclation dealing with 


Mr. PILKINGTON stated that mallein could not be re- 
garded as acure for glanders. 

Mr. Pye said that if glanders was to be stamped out 
the only way to do so was to strictly enforce the present 
Ordinance, and not depend upon any so-called remedies 
or cures. 

Mr. Stewart SrockMan stated that Nocard had 
written that mallein was a cure for glanders. 

Mr. THIELER said if an animal was tested with mal- 
lein and reacted, and was retested and did not react, 
that animal may be regarded as cured of glanders. 

Messrs. Curisty and CONNACHER also took part in 
the discussion. 

Capt. Irvine Smiru, speaking at some length, said 
the question of mallein as a curative agent in cases of 
glanders was of vast economic importance to countries 
where this disease existed, and more so in a Colony such 
as this where thousands of animals were destroyed 
annually, not only because they showed clinical symp- 
toms of glanders, but also in the absence of clinical 
symptoms when they reacted to the the Mallein test. 
Proceeding, he said :—We are indebted to M’Fadyean, 
Nocard, and Hunting for establishing the claim of 
mallein to be a valuable diagnostic agent, but I am 
ignorant of the fact that any of these recognised 
authorities on this disease have stated definitely that 
mallein is a cure for glanders. I believe that Nocard 
whilst enthusiastic over what he considered a new and 

eat discovery, did proclaim that he had found a cure 

or glanders, ‘bat after completing some very extensive 

experiments he hastened to modify his first statement, 
and substituted it with another, viz. that mallein re- 
vealed strong evidence of a curative action. With this 
latter statement I believe I am correct when I say all 
authorities agree with it, and when we look at Nocard’s 
experiments we find they bear out his statement, but no 
person can possibly hold that these experiments go to 
prove mallein to be a positive cure for chendiare. Nocard 
tested over 10,000 horses belonging to the Paris Omnibus: 
Company. 2,500 of these animals reacted to the test, 
and he submitted these 2,500 animals to repeated test- 
ing, and at the end of eight months 16°5 per cent. were 
alive and ceased to react ; the remaining 84 per cent. 
developed clinical symptoms, died, or were estroyed. 
during the repeated testing. I blame the quality, of 
mallein used, and also not infrequently the person using 
the mallein, for the large number of extraordinary state- 
ments made about mallein as a cure for glanders. We 
must not only have reliable mallein, but also a reliab e 
person who can exercise some judgment in reading the 
reactions, whether typical, irregular, or nz. : 

We are aware that it is not yet possible to standardise 
mallein, and that the quality of that material depends 
upon the skill of the maker. In the light of this infor 
mation lam astounded to find anyone bold enough to 
state that if an animal reacts on first testing, and 
not react on second testing, the animal may be 
garded as cured from glanders. Such a statement 1 
unsupported by thorough experimentation, and is there- 
fore rendered null and void. I know that in many case 
where unreliable mallein has been used, and more espec 
ally mallein of a foreign manufacture, we have had 
called typical reactions, and on retesting with Mla 
yean’s mallein no reactions have been obtainable, but 
surely no one can possibly take advantage of such wn 
reliable evidence. ; 

_ What does Hunting say? “TI have not found that - 
injection of mallein in a glandered horse has much e 

in spoiling the reaction toa second test.” The secon tes 
you will notice, is not curative but diagnostic, and 1 am 
not aware of a single case on record by @ recog 

authority where an animal has been cured, when, sue? 
ing from glanders, by two testings. Theretore, 1 om. 


ming up, it cannot be said that repeated injection of 
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mallein are a cure for glanders, but we may conclude 
there is strong evidence that mallein has some curative 
action. 

Captain CHRISTY a. ap and Mr. Kellett seconded 

es That the discussion be continued at the next general 

- meeting, to be held at Potchefstroom, in December.”— 
This was agreed to. 

The Hon. Sec. read letters from the following gentle- 
men regretting their inability to attend, viz. : Col. Smith, 
C.M.G.,P.V.O., A.V.D., Messrs. Runciman, Evans, Sturge, 
Garden and Chalmers. 

The PrestpENT then called upon Mr. Pilkington to 
read his paper on “ Horse-Sickness,” and afterwards up- 
on Mr. Dale to read his paper on “A Donkey Disease, 
due to Pyrosoma.” 

After these papers had been read, the President said : 


1 think, owing to the late hour, the best thing we can | 


do is to postpone the discussion on these papers until our 
next general meeting. In the meantime we-can have 
both papers printed and copies circulated to all the mem- 
bers. This will enable those members who were unable 
to attend to acquaint themselves with the various im- 
a emg points advanced, and give every facility fora 

uller discussion, and if the members agree to this course 
before terminating the meeting I should like to propose 
a hearty vote of thanks to Messrs. Pilkington and Dale 
for their interesting papers. (App.) 

Capt. Irvine then invited all the members to 
dinner at the Grand Hotel, where a most enjoyable 
evening was spent.—7'ransvaal Leader. 


ROYAL (DICK) COLLEGE. 


The opening of the eighty-first session of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College took place on Oct. 7th when an 
address was delivered by Professor M’Kendrick, of Glas- 
gow University. Sir Andrew M’Donald occupied the 
chair, and amongst others present were Sir John Chiene, 
Principal Dewar, Mr. A. I. M’Callum, Provost Mackie, 

Leith ; Councillors Brown, Macfarlane and Hunter, Dr. 
Aitken, and Mr. T. Hunter, Town-clerk. The Chairman 
said he hoped that that would be the last occasion on 
which they would require the Town Council to come 
there and give a little acknowledgement at the opening 
lecture. They met that day in very exceptional circum- 
stances. Through the extraordinary generosity of a gen- 
tleman in the veterinary profession, and with the able 
assistance of the University, and of their Town Clerk, 
they hoped that by the end of this session they would 
have so framed matters in connection with the College 
that it would be put on a very niuch stronger footing. 
he teaching also would, if possible, be of a higher order. 
Mr. M come forward without 
any pressure and had announced that, considering the 
position of veterinary science, he was prepared to found 
«Chair in the University so as to enable veterinary 
Science, if possible, to rank still higher than it was. (Ap- 
plause.) hat was a step in the right direction. _Out- 
ee the new condition of things, Sir Andrew said that 
all the parties interested had had some little say in the 
matter, and it was proposed that the new board to man- 
age the Dick College should consist of so many men of 
veterinary 
_— in the Town Council and University, and in agri- 
uiture, They were at the point of approaching the 


Court of Session to agree to their Order for the new con- | 


dition of things. He saw nothing now that should hinder 
feaah from going along smoothly, and the veterinary pro- 
— of Scotland, and particularly of that city, from 
ng put In a position second to none in the oo of 

Britain. 
an 4d ofessor M’Kendrick, after referring briefly to his 
ent days passed in the Dick College, and to the fact 


science and a portion of the representative | 


‘that they had the near prospect of seeing the purposes of 


the Miss Mary Dick Trust carried into effect, said the 
_ present time seemed be favourable for initiating a new 
scheme for the future management of the College, for 
placing it on a sound financial basis, and for extending its 
| usefulness ; and a scheme was now under consideration. 
| 1t contemplated the formation of a Trust or Board, of a 
representative character, to whom the Magistrates and 
Town Council of Edinburgh, as the trustees of the late 
Mr. William Dick, would hand over the College. The 
| Magistrates and Town Council of Edinburgh had for 
many years, and often under very discouraging circuin- 
stances, managed the affairs of the College with great 
judgment and liberality ; but it had long been felt by 
many interested in education, and also by influential 
members of the Town Council, that the affairs of the 
College might more appropriately be placed under the 
care of a body of managers elected for the purpose. 
| Further, the trustees of Miss Mary Dick, at that im- 
portant epoch in the history of the College, contemplated 
‘the application of the funds at their disposal towards the 
endowment of chairs or lectureships in connection with 
those departments of veterinary science that seemed to 
them in most need of assistance. Obliged, as they were 
by the terms of Miss Dick’s will, to found a chair in the 
University of Edinburgh, they hoped that a way might 
be found by which that chair would benefit the teaching 
of veterinary science in Scotland. The other part of 
Miss Mary Dick’s funds might appropriately be applied 
to establishing a chair which might then be termed the 
“Miss Mary Dick” Chair. That would be a worth 
memorial of a woman who had done much for the Col- 
lege, and who was possessed by the idea of doing all in 
her power to carry out the intentions of her brother, 
W iliam Dick, in the establishment in Edinburgh of a 
well equipped veterinary college. Further, by the 
munificence of a public-spirited member of that pro- 
fession, Mr. M’Callum, an endowment of £15,000 i 
been promised for the Chair of Pathology in the Dick 
College. It appeared to him (Professor M’Kendrick) 
that the three » orca of anatomy, physiology, and 
pathology—subjects that lay at the very foundation of 
veterinary medicine and surgery—-were most in need of 
assistance. The teaching of these subjects demanded in 
each case the whole time and energies of the Professor. 
From their very nature they, to a very large extent, ex- 
, cluded practice on the part of the Professor. He was 
strongly of opinion that in some such way the cause of 
veterinary medicine would be promoted in Scotland to 
an extent that would place that school on a level with 
some of the great veterinary schools on the Continent. 
Young men should be encouraged to devote themselves 
to such subjects as veterinary anatomy, physiology, and 
pathology, not merely as teachers, but as workers in re- 
search. Up to the present time too few have specialised 
| in the direction of the anatomy, physiology, and path- 
| ology of the domestic animals. Some might urge that 
there was no special necessity for the existence in veter- 
inary colleges of Chairs of chemistry, botany, physics, 
'and physiology, as all of these subjects were tanghit in 
| the Universities ; but, after much consideration, he was 
strongly of opinion that, with the exception of chemistry 
and physics, there should be special Chairs for botany 
and physiology—more especially for the latter. Even 
botany should be taught more in the direction of the 
_ wants of agriculturists and of those who had to do with 
the management of domestic animals. Still more im- 
ortant was it that physiology should be taught by veter- 
inarian physiologists. There were also hopes that the 
Universities might be induced to give direct encourage- 
ment to the higher studies in this department of science 
by the institution of a degree of Bachelor of Science in 

eterinary Science. The degree would imprint a stamp 
of distinction on the man who obtained it, and it would 
undoubtedly contribute not a little to raising the status 
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been entranced b 


Hunter, the Town Clerk, havin 
proceedings were brought to a close with 


NEW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The thirtieth winter session of the New 
College, Edinburgh, was opened 
the introductory address was del 
Thomas R. Fraser, vice-presiden 
There was a lar 

dents, members of the veterin 

culturists. Sir Lewis M’Iver, 

opening remarks said he had to 

ance of those professional questi 
_ Students most closely. At the same 


on October 7th, when 
ivered by Professor Sir 
t of the Royal College 
ge gathering of the stu- 
ary profession, and agri- 
1.P., presided, and in his 
coniess to sublime j 
which interes 

time he could claim 


wered, while 


of Physicians. 


' towns where they were formerly prevalent. 
that by such simple measures as the su 
water and a sufficiency of air and sunlig 
only by causing an improvement in general 

the advance of hygiene had been manifest. 

An even more definite and measurabl 


influence had 


in 


Co 


256 
of the veterinary profession. Nothing could be more a large perenne acquaintance with members of the 
desirable in the higher interests of the veterinary pro- honourable profession which they | pages to join. He 
fession than that there should be some sort of recognition , had to acknowledge that he owed his life to the un- 
of the veterinary schools and of the veterinary profession authorised interference of a vaeiney a ag witha & 
by the Universities of the country. Hitherto there had | disease which did not come immediately within the pur- 
been none. It was a matter of the greatest importance , view of his own profession. That was to say, he treated 
to every member of the community that veterinary sur- | him for one of those forms of tropical disease similar to 
geons who are the advisers of the public in these matters, | yellow fever. Of course it. was an infringement of what 
should be thoroughly educated and prepared for their , was called professional etiquette. The veteseney sur- 
; work, ; | geon did wrong ; he ought to have let him die—(laugh- 
In addition to these considerations, there was also the | ter)—and F govt 8 the world would have been none the . 
duty we owed to all animals of maintaining their health | poorer. (Renewed laughter). There was no doubt that 
and well being, and of relieving them of suffering and of | the veterinary profession in the past did not receive that | 
pain. If that were so, the question arose as to whether , degree of ae and social status which its usefuluess 
veterinary colleges should be left entirely to local and | in the world entitled it to get. The demands of the 
individual effort, with the result that they maintained a Empire, spreading by leaps and bounds, had, however, 
somewhat precarious existence from scanty endowments | given a new importance to the profession, ard there was 
and the fees of students. Until comparatively recent a desire for increased scientific attainments by veteri- 
times this was the view taken by eminent statesmen of ; nary professors. hig | might have seen in the news- 
the position even of our great Universities. | papers a i geme by the repatriation officer in South 
But we were beginning to see that some of the Conti- ; Africa, which stated that in his department alone there 
nental nations were wiser than we were in this respect. | had been lost nearly £400,000 worth of animals through 
The Royal Veterinary College in Berlin received nearly | diseases of various sorts. He did not say that veteri- 
£14,000 per annum from the State. In the Veterinary | nary science could have saved all these animals, but, at 
College of Copenhagen the expenditure was nearly the any rate, science on the spot might have preserved a very 
same. The veterinary schools of France received ees large proportion. 
subsidies from the State, but he had been unable to) Another sign of the times was the announcement 
ascertain the exact amounts. % | that the a Department in the War Office was 
His belief was that ere long this country would waken , about to receive the recognition it had so long sought. 
up, and that scientific teaching and research (and he in- ,(Applause.) Like doctors of the other branch, they 
cluded all branches of learning pursued in a scientific were to obtain combatant rank, and a Royal Warrant 
spirit) would be endowed to an extent hitherto undreamt , would —— be issued conferring that upon them, with ; 
of by those who had guided our educational affairs. It ‘increased advantages in the form of pay and other 
was true that State endowment might involve, to-some | emoluments. There could be little doubt in men’s 
extent, State supervision, but even that incubus, as some , minds that the more consideration that was given toa - 
. would regard it, would not counterbalance the benefit profession the more likely was it to enhance the vy 4 el 
that would be derived by the nation from the more of that profession, and that was bound to react wit tk 
liberal endowment of teaching and research. It couldn’t | advantage to the men themselves and to the public which pen 
be too strongly urged that the veterinary practitioner | they served. (Applause.) The only claim he had to ce 
should receive the same education as was received by any knowledge of the veterinary profession was that he th 
those who engaged in the treatment of disease in the liv- | once performed the operation of tracheotomy on a mils lo 
(Applause.) -sionary’s horse. (Laughter.) He used a pruning knife § se 
Ir. M’CaLLuM, on being called upon by the Chair- and a “stroop” of a watering pot, and the only antisep- ar 
man, gave an interesting account of the life of William tics he employed were sandpaper to the knife and cal- ac 
Dick. He had, he said, known many great veterinarians, bolic acid, in which he dipped the stroop. He believed ; th 
but Wm. Dick was the noblest Roman of them all. He , that the reverend missionary was still alive, but he knew th 
also offered the students some good advice as to how to the horse died. (Laughter.) Of dourse such things lo 
spend their week-ends. ; | would happen even with a more adequate equipment of or 
Professor CHIENE also addressed the meeting. He veterinary knowledge than he possessed. In conclusion th 
= he hoped that what the students had heard that Sir Lewis recalled to the students that they had entered th 
ay would remain in their hearts and minds. He had a College presided over by the son of one who had for 
a y every word which had fallen from Mr. many years devoted himself to the science which they 
M’Callum, and after that — they could well under- . were about to practice. (Applause.) 
—_ his success in life. They were all grateful to Mr.| Sir. Tuomas Fraser, in the course of his address; —& 
Callum for what he had done and what he was doing urged the students to retain those high ideals and ex- - 
I as veterinary science, but that was after all a ss _pectations by which only they could succeed in emulating 
: po om aa with what he had said to them that day. the successes of the large number of their predecessors j 
who had brought much credit to that College by gant 
| . spoken, the _ So many of the FitzWygram prizes in competition Ra 
BATT e usual votes students of all the veterinary colleges of Great Brital . 
ances: , Speaking as a practitioner in a co-related department © - 
| the healing art, and being necessarily familiar with W, 
® | of the progress that had been made, he was persuaded 
ee | that no subject dealing with the prevention and my 
«das ‘ment of disease in man had advanced so rapidly a f Co 
Veterinar of hygiene, By its 
1e country had been materially lo — 
diseases, including tubercle, had to be the scourgs | To 
of man and the lower_animals in several localities 
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been exerted by it on many zymotic diseases, such as | been almost eradicated where the vaccine matter from 


typhus and typhoid fevers, but perhaps one of the most | 
striking examples of it great importance as a regulating | 
influence in the prevalence a fatality of disease was fur- | 
nished by the plague. That pestilence had existed from | 
the earliest times as a devastating scourge of mankind, 
having no — for race or geographical position or | 
climatic conditions. It had disappeared from those 
countries which had emerged from the barbarism of in- 
sanitary conditions, but it still remained an ever-present | 
endemic in several Oriental countries which retained | 
the insanitary habits and customs and modes of life 
which formerly were everywhere prevalent. The sus-— 
picion was present in his mind that the requirements 
of hygiene were not always sufficiently enforced 
veterinary practice, not only when disease was present, | 
but also in the ordinary management of domesticated 
animals. He recognised that however thoroughly they 
might become indoctrinated in the lessons ‘of their 
instructors in hygiene, they had to deal with much 
deeply rooted prejudice and want of information, and 
the responsibility does not altogether rest on their 
shoulders for the numerous examples spread over the 
country of stables and byres in which the elements of 
hygiene were grossly neglected, not perhaps so much in 
regard to filth impurity as to freedom of access of air 
and light. _ They who were their fellow workers, dealing 
with the highest of all animals, bad _no reason to be dis- 
satisfied with the aa that had been made or with 
the results that had been secured. The progress of know- 
ledge regarding human beings and their treatment owed 
much to investigations in the lower animals. Many dis- 
eases were found to be common to man and the lower ani- 
mals, and they should be poor indeed in their knowledge 
were they to neglect the manifestations of those diseases 
in the lower animals. To no affections did that more | 
emphatically apply than to cancer and tuberculosis. In 
the latter, co-operation had already proved beneficial, 
and further co-operation promised to lead to the eradi- 
cation of that common foe of mankind and of many of 
the lower animals. By the observations made in the 
lower animals, the eff cts on the living organism of the 
secretions of glands, for example, had been determined, 
and the treatment of disease had been enriched by the 
addition to the Materia Medica of many of the glands of 
the lower animals and of preparations derived from 
them. In the favouring conditions of the blood of many 
ower animals, the antidotes for numerous pathogenic 
rennioms and poisons were produced or separated, and 
ihe treatment and prevention of disease in man had 
ereby gained priceless acquisitions. Small-pox had 


the heifer had been adequately new as a 
diphtheria had been robbed of its terrors by the diph- 
theria anti-toxin produced in the horse ; hydrophobia 
might now be cured by the administration of the spinal 


‘cord of immuned rabbits ; the only efficacious remedy 


for tetanus was found in the blood serum of animals to 
which a succession of doses of tetanus virus had been 
administered ; and by a similar process an antidote for 
snake-bite and the bite of other venomous creatures had 
been prepared in the bodies of horses, dogs, and rabbits. 
It was unnecessary for him to say more in order to show 
how close was the relationship between veterinary and 
human medicine. The progress of the one was bene- 
ficial to that of the other, and that progress was to be 
hastened by patient observation and research, so that 
new facts Eo be obtained beneficial to man and to 
those animals in which the veterinary profession was 
more particularly interested. _(Applause.) 

On the motion of Mr. W. Woods, V.S., Wigan, a 
cordial vote of thanks was awarded to Sir Thomas Fraser 
for his address. 

Principal WILLIAMS, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
Sir Lewis M’Iver for presiding, said the veterinary 
student would within the next twelve months have 
various Universities thrown open to him, so that he 
might obtain, in addition to the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, the University degree, 
and men possessing that degree would be sought after 
both at home and abroad. The Army Veterinary 
Department was also about to be placed on a proper 
footing, so that its members would no longer be officers 
in name only, but in fact, and be able to wield some 


authority in the Army. (Applause.) The Royal Warrant 


which was shortly to be issued would, he assured them, 
contain several improvements which could not fail to 
benefit the profession as a whole. (Applause.)—7'he 


Scotsman. 


Mr.J. Rowe, veterinary surgeon, residing at High Street 
Marylebone, has had an exciting adventure. At three 
o'clock in the morning he was disturbed in his rest by a 
noise, and went downstairs and inspected the place. 

Finding everything all right he returned to bed, but 
was again aroused about half-past five by his bedroom 
door being opened. He at once sprang out of bed, and 
saw aman “bound” downstairs. He followed in his 
pyjamas, but ere he could overtake him the man opened 
the front door and escaped into the street. Still he fol- 
lowed, and eventually the man was captured. At the 
police-court he was remanded. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 


1894 & 1896. 


SumMArRy oF Returns, WEEK ENDING OcToBER 17, 1903. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. [| and-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Perioi. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. 

Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Slaugh- 

breaks] mals. jbrex ks} mals. Jorewks: mals. D breaks. | tered * 
Week ended October 17, 1903 | u | 19 | 22 54 19 | 52 
( 1902 6 | 9 i9 | 36 | .. 26 | x04 
Corresponding week in 1901 13 | 16 47 23 | 56 
1900 25 | 2 22, 231 
al 
Otel for 42 weeks. 1903 619 981 | 1220 2070 1241 | 6469 
1902 541 860 1 | 120 | 946 1706] 12 11 1378 6470 
ponding period in | 3901 504 | 713 12 | 669 | 1129 1945 1 1 2875 | 13939 

ie 1900 435 751 17 | 227 | 925 1529] 6 1 | 1640 15589 


Nore.—The fi 


Board of Agriculture, Oct. 20th 1903. 


gures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


The weekly returns for Great Britain under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts are now complete for the first 
nine months of the current year. In the case of swine 
fever and rabies the totals compare favourably with 
those of a year ago, but it is otherwise in the case of 
anthrax and glanders. We have ot ge the subjoined 
table to show the weekly outbreaks of the diseases 
named, the totals for the first nine months of each of 
the four preceding years being added at the foot for the 
purpose of comparison :— 


Swine Fever. Anthrax. Glanders. Rabies, 


Swine Out- Out- 


1903. Out- 
Week ended. breaks. Slaught’d- breaks. breaks. Cases 


No. No. No. No. No 
Jan. 3 30 160 15 18 -— 
» 10 42 249 14 23 — 
30 134 2 
19 68 O17 
Feb. 7 2h 106 21 28 on 
» 14 21 65 29 
32 98 18 28 — 
» 28 26 67 18 23 _ 
Mar. 7 18 139 15 25 eae 
, 14 15 50 10 28 —- 
» 37 198 15 25 
» 28 35 175 23 27 ap 
Apr. 4 29 114 17 30 on 
26 123 15 18 
» 18 30 206 16 32 — 
a = 26 108 14 31 — 
May 2 26 162 24 28 i 
51 208 16 26 
» 16 50 226 19 35 vin 
35 206 19 29 
51 257 16 19 
June 6 43 88 28 37 — 
63 271 li 31 
» 20 57 353 14 35 me 
27 39 235 14 25 — 
July 4 25 123 15 39 me 
29 139 14 37 
» 18 27 302 16 39 mm 
» 25 19 104 6 36 - 
Aug. 1 35 131 9 33 i 
41 144 12 51 
» 1 28 166 18 26 te 
» 22 12 298 15 49 ws 
» 29 14 90 15 39 yas 
Sept. 5 15 34 9 29 ~- 
» 12 21 88 13 39 ee 
» 19 25 253 11 94 
» 26 15 77 7 34 ae 
Total 39 
_ weeks 1,185 6,140 590 1,155 ap 
First nine 
mont 
1902... 1,323 6,259 520 8 
1901 2,796 13,622 470 
1900... 1,583 15,202 412 860 4 
1899 ... 1,964 25,521 401 619 7 


The outbreaks of swine fever, numberi 
only 138 fewer than those for a year ago, we | ae = 
not show that marked decrease which is noticeable oe 


the — of 1902 are compared with those of 1901— 


BURTON DOCTOR FINED. 


At Burton-on-Trent, on September 4, William Bonner 


Ryan, M.R.C.S., the officer of the Amalgamated Friendly 
Societies Medical Association, was summoned for failing 


to notify a case of small-pox in accordance with the pro- 


visions of the Notification of Diseases Act. Mr. F. 
Richardson prosecuted on behalf of the Corporation, and 
Mr. Muir Wilson (Sheffield) defended.—The charge 
arose out of the case of a patient who was attended by 
Dr. Ryan for a skin eruption, but who, three weeks later, 
was discovered by the Borough Medical Officer (Dr. 
Coates) to have been suffering the whole of the time from 
smallpox. From this case nineteen others had emanated, 
and one had ended fatally. 

Evidence was given showing that Dr. Ryan was called 
toattend George Bailey, who was staying at the Lamb Inn, 
High Street, kept by his sister, Mrs. Cockayne, and that 
his visits took place daily for a fortnight, during which 
time the patient’s face and hands were covered with 
spots. Mrs. Cockayne asked Dr. Ryan whether he did 
not think the case was one of smallpox, but he replied 
that there was nothing to be alarmed at, and made the 
same reassuring statement time after time. On August 
11 Bailey was removed to the isolation hospital, but in 
the meantime Dr. Ryan had gone away on his holidays, 
and his place was taken by his colleague, Dr. Thorpe, 
who now stated that he first saw Bailey at the defen- 
dant’s request on the 26th of July, before the latter went 
for his holiday, After seeing the patient he proceeded 
to Dr. Ryan’s house and said, “This case looks serious,. 
doctor ; you ought to have a consultation on it,” where- 
upon Dr. Ryan replied, “It’s not necessary.” Witness 
did not see the patient again until August 5, when the 
defendant went away, but he visited him on the 8th, 
three days before his removal to hospital. Dr. Ryan re- 
turned on the 20th, and said to witness, “ What is all 
this smallpox scare about?” Witness said, “ You've 
got yourself into a nice hole,” upon which Dr, Ryan said,. 
“Tt’s a ninedays wonder.” Witness then said, “If you 
had taken my advice and had a consultation it would 
have saved all this bother.” Continuing, witness said 
he had never seen a case of smallpox before, but Dr. 
Ryan had told him that he had seen a good ag * in 
Charing Cross Hospital.—Cross-examined by Mr. Wil- 
son, witness said he had been a medical man for thirteen 

ears. Heshould know a case of smallpox now, because 

e had been sharpened up by the, present case. Al-_ 
though he was medical officer to some six thousand 
people he did not even now know what was the most 
dangerous period of a smallpox case. 

Dr. Coates, Medical Officer of Health to the, Burton 
Corporation, said when he visited Bailey at the Lam 
Inn he was covered from head to foot with the dried up 
crusts of the pustules of smallpox, and_he formed the 
opinion that the patient had been suffering from the 
disease for about three weeks. Since this case. there 
had been 18 others in the borough alone, and sixtee! 
of these were traced to direct contact with Bailey. He 
had never received any notice from Dr. Ryan of the case; 
and when he (witness) wrote to him, Dr. Ryan repli 
stating that he had treated the case for one of severe 
impetigo, but while there would be a causal resemblance 
between smallpox and impetigo to an untrained mam 
he did not think it was such as to mislead a tral” 
practitioner. 

For the defence, Mr. Muir Wilson said his, client 
honestly believed that the case was one of impetigo, 
which case he could not have been aware, as the su 
mons stated, that the case was one of smallpox. oe. 
Ryan had been guilty of an error of judgment, but > 
man was not liable for an error of judgment in 4 CT 
nal court. He was only bound by law to use the brain 
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-with which Providence had endowed him, and that Dr. 


_ honestly in his diagnosis, believing that the case was one 
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Ryan had done. Men in every ag oe were liable to 
mistakes. The evidence of Dr. Thorpe was to him 
alarming, and it would be interesting to know how such 
gentlemen got into positions of responsibility. 

Dr. Ryan then entered the box, and said he had acted 


of impetigo.—In cross-examination, he admitted that he 
once previously received a warning from the Medical 
Officer for not notifying an infectious case.-—The Bench 
fined the defendant £2and £3 7s. 6d. costs.—-Birming- 
ham Daily Mail. 


TROPICAL VETERINARY MEDECINE. 


In connection with the Liverpool Institute of Com- 
— Pathology (Liverpool University), of which 

ofessors Boyce and Sherrington are directors, a tropi- 
cal veterinary department has been established. Its 
objects are to train veterinary and medical men in the 
tropical diseases of animals, to afford facilities for re- 
search in such diseases and organize expeditions, and to 
organize preventive measures in the tropics against 
diseases of animals. A memorandum on the subject 
has just been issued by the Institute. It is pointed out 
that the advantages which Liverpool possesses for the 
study of tropical medicine are equally applicable to 
tropical veterinary medicine, there being an immense 
foreign cattle trade with the port. The Johnston Laboro- 
tory of Liverpool University, opened last May by Mr. 
Walter Long, M.P., contains the fully-equipped labora- 
tories of the Institute of Comparative Pathology, of the 
Tropical School, of Bio-Chemistry, and the Cancer Re- 
search Committee, and is directly connected with the 
departments of bacteriology, pathology, and physiology. 
These subjects, closely associated in the new Thompson 
Yates and Johnston Laboratories, it is pointed out, 
mutually help one another, and thus increase the 
thoroughness of training and greatly promote the 
cppertuaitinn for research. The Secretary of State for 

ar has approved of the course laid down by the 
Institute, and in future officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department will be sent to Liverpool for their special 
training, the Army Department paying the fees. The 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine also trains officers 
sent specially by the Government. In connection with 
the new department it is desired to establish a practical 
post-graduate class in veterinary medicine and also a 
school of veterinary medicine. Firms interested in the 
cattle trade have subscribed a considerable sum to- 
Wards the expenses involved, but further funds are 
needed.— The Times. 


Veterinary Surgeons and Jury Service. 


, The demand of veterinary surgeons for exemption 
Ty or Jury service is attracting a good deal of attention. 
Ca ging by a recent experience at Whitechapel County 
ourt, the country cannot lightly afford to deprive liti- 
gants of the assistance of well-educated citizens as 
urors. In that home of foreigners a jury, it is said, 
eard the evidence in a case, listened with exemplary 


patience to the addresses of counsel, and the summing 
a of the Judge. And only then was it discovered that | 
of ae of the “ good men and true” could speak a word | 
pe +e ish, Some County Court judges occasionally | 
‘ou ata jury of more than ordinary attainments may | 
dean ora to hear a special case. Already several 
to pra . d professional men are exempt, and it is serious | 
one “ the list. But the veterinary surgeons have | 
the toe. ,argument—that in Ireland the members of | 
om’ profession are already exempt, owing to the pro- 


vision of the Irish Juries’ Act that “licensed medical 

ractitioners ”—construed by the Irish courts as includ- 
ing veterinary surgeons—need not act as jurors. In the 
English Act, however, the words are “members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons.” English magistrates have 
differed somewhat in their decisions respecting veteri- 
nary surgeons, but there has been no case in the High 
Court which decides that they should not be included in 
lists of possible jurors.— Yorkshire Post. 


A Tribute to Mr. Clement Stephenson. 


Lord Armstrong, at a meeting of the County Council 
spoke of Northumberland’s freedom from the diseases o 
cattle and other domestic animals during the past quar- 
ter, attributing the fact largely to Mr. Clement Stephen- 
son’s services. All that his lordship said in praise of 
these services is truly well deserved. There is not any- 
where a public functionary in the same line having wider 
experience than Mr. Clement Stephenson—not one 
bringing to the work intenser love of it, surer knowledge, 
greater skill, more energy. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, Mati, Oct. 20. 


G. A. Dibben, gent., to be Lieutenant, on augmenta- 
tion. 


VOLUNTEER GAZETTE. 


P.A.O. Cape Fretp ArtILLery.—Brigade Division 
Orders by Lieut.-Col. T. J. J. Inglesby, V.D., Com- 


manding. 
Cape Town, Sept. 12. 

14. Noticre.—(a) The following extract from Ca 
Colonial Forces Order, No. 495, paragraph 2, is pu 
lished for information: (a) To be Veterinary Officer, 
with rank of Lieutenant--James William Crowhurst, 
F.R.C.V.S., to complete establishment, dated August 1, 
1903. (Executive Council Minute No. 2-2545 of August 
28th, 1903.—Cape Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND JURY 
SERVICE. 


ir, 
In the matter of exemption of veterinary surgeons 
from serving on juries, our municipal authorities seem 
to lay great stress on “ Precedent.” Perhaps some past 
history of Berwick-on-Tweed may be useful. It is a 
Borough in Northumberland, ix “4ngland (sorry our 
“Register” is not more reliable) and has its Quarter 
Sessions held by the Recorder, with jury and grand jury, 
also frequent Coroner’s inquests by jury, ete. 

I have been veterinary inspector here for 34 years and 
have been a ratepaying householder for 28 years and I 
have never been once asked to give my time on the jury. 
Has justice suffered thereby? Answer! Has justice 
suffered because Dr. So-and-So was not on the jury ? 
An animal taken very ill in some public place, the owner 
does not send for a VS. and the tympany or other acute 
cause not being relieved, the animal soon dies. The 
police or Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals prosecutes the owner or those in charge and he 
is fined. “Serves him right ” everyone says. 
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But take another similar ease. The owner sends for 
the V.S. He has just gone to take his place on the jury. 
The case must have special knowledge and appliances or 
death will soon take place. No suitable assistance can 
be got and death soon closes the scene. A good few 
legitimate questions now arise, including, Is there no 
a or duty devolving on those who make up pay lists 
to consider common sense, humane treatment of animals, 
and the 8th Commandment, which, if I remember 
rightly, requires the lawful procuring and furthering the 
wealth and outward estate of ourselves and others ? Such 
treatment of either owner or animal is neither free nor 
fair. 

JOHN CAMERON. 


THE ERECTION OF A MONUMENT TO THE 


MEMORY OF THE LATE PROF. NOCARD. 
Sir, 

Our French colleagues have decided to erect a monu- 
ment to the memory of the late Prof. Nocard in the 
proximity of the laboratory at Alfort where he worked 
without cessation for twenty-five years, and in which he 
made so many fruitful discoveries. Subscriptions are 
asked for this purpose. May I suggest that you, sir, 
should open a subscription list in 7'he Veterinary Record 
for those British veterinary surgeons and others who 
would like to subscribe towards this fund? The patrons 
include the leaders of veterinary medicine in Franee—- 
Prof. Brouardel, Drs. Chauveau, Metchnikoff, Roux., 
etc. The treasurer of the Committee is M. Mollerau, 
an Vétérinaire, 63 Rue de Faris, & Charenton 
Seine). - 


25 Lower Phillimore Place, W. 
October 1. 


Henry Gray. 


Sir, 
I have received a communication from the Treasurer 
of a Committee which has been formed in Paris for the 
ew of raising a fund to erect a monument in. the 
eterinary College at Alfort to the memory of the late 
Professor Nocard, whose fame as a scientific véteri- 
narian may correctly be stated to have been universal. 
It is hardly necessary that I should make any refer- 
ence to the great abilities of our deceased friend and 
colleague, but I can confidently state that a more 
modest and kindly man I never met, he was ever ready 
to render any assistance in his power to his professional 
brethren, and undoubtedly materially added to the 
status of our profession Mee oan the world by his 
high scientific attainments and powers of research, ” 
should be glad to receive subscriptions from any 
members of the profession in this country who may 
take an interest in this project, and would suggest that 
the amount subscribed i each person should not exceed 
one guinea.—-Your obedient servant, 


A.C 
4 Whitehall Place, Oct 15. UrTIS Cope. 


THE NEW A.V.D. WARRANT. 
ir 


Now that the publication of the new Royal i 

an accomplished fact, it is fit that Army 
should remember the debt of gratitude they owe to their 
confreres outside the Department. Had it not been 
for the loyal and united support, and the strenuous 
action taken by the President and Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, the Principals of the 
‘teaching Colleges, the various Veterinary Medical 
Associations, and the Editors of 4 


seen the light of day, at all events in ics present form. 


In your leading article in this week’s Record you 


e professi jour- | 
nals, it is doubtful if this document Boerne yt 


observe that “our thanks are due to Mr. James Simpson, 
Principal Williams, and others whose names do not ap- 
pear, for the good work they did on the Committee and 
privately.” In this remark every Army veterinary officer 
will, I feel sure, cordially agree, but if I may be per- 
mitted to correct an error of omission, another name 
should be added to the list, that of the Editor of The 
Sewer Record who has, from first to last, been un- 
tiring in his efforts to promote the cause of the A.V.D. 

It is not 7 intention to criticise the various provi- 
sions of the Warrant, but taken as a whole the items of 

y and pension appear to be liberal, and the terms re- 
ating to rank, promotion, and the establishment of an 
Army Veterinary Corps are highly satisfactory. The 
A.V.D. now certainly offers an excellent carreer for the 
young members of our profession. 

Unless a graduate has a good practice all ready to step 
into, or the prospect of one in the near future, I do not 
see how he can do better than compete for a military 
commission. He ‘starts with an income— including 
allowances—of nearly £400 per annum, paid regularly 
and with no bad debts, his promotion is fairly rapid, 
and he is eligible for a good pension on retirement.— 


Yours truly, 
A.V.D, 
October 21. 


MUNICIPAL DUTIES OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS. 
1r, 


I notice on reading Mr. Squair’s letter in your last 
issue that he is in a more satisfactory position with re- 
gard to his municipal duties than some of the veterinary 
surgeons who have been displaced by the Board of Agri- 
culture who have used their influence with local author'- 
ties, recommending them to appoint policemen to do 
the work which has hitherto been in the hands of the 
veterinary surgeons. Policemen who are so appoin 
are authorised to do all the administrative duties. The 
Board of Agriculture do the rest. This arrangement 
— ee work of the local veterinary inspector practl- 
cally nal. 

A leaflet is issued by the Board of Agricul ure to all 
swine owners making it necessary for every case © 
disease to be reported to the police, no matter whether 
the pig is feverish as the result of a foreign substance 
in the throat, a punctured eye, or disordered digestive 
organs, the owner does not know the cause of the com 
plaint consequently all cases are reported. The local 
veterinary inspector is not notified of these reports. 
Even if he got the information he is not permitted to 
interfere with the suspected cases. He is an outsider. 
The Board of Agriculture send their own veterinary 10- 
— to report on the case and a lay inspector to see 
that the premises have been disinfected. Therefore the 
duties spoken of by Mr. age as being performed by 
him are quite o doubt if local veterinary 
surgeons were allowed to investigate suspected cases an 
satisfy themselves by post-mortem examinations whether 
swine-fever existed or not, much time and expense wolt 
be saved. With regard to the suppression of infections 
diseases, a fair comparison euhect te drawn between the 
medical officer of health and a veterinary inspector 
under a local authority, the former has the power 1" his 
own hands to use his discretion and judgment, the — 
is in a corner where, if he remains, turns into a puppr 


f 
in the hands of the Board of Agriculture.— Yours faith- 


fully, OVS. 
J. Cooxr, 


Communications, Booxs anp Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs- 
J. Cooke, J. H. Livesey. A.V.D. Retired. de 
American Veterinary Review (Oct.) Revue Générale 
Médecine Vet. (Oct. 15). Eastern Morning Gazette. 
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